The Ten Essentials of Thai Conversation: Essential verbs

Essential Verbs

Present, Past, Future

Just do it! - Nike slogan

With Thai verbs, there is some good news, and some really good news.
The Good news

Unlike English verbs, and verbs from all Romance languages as well as so many other
languages around the world, Thai verbs don’t change with the person. There is no "1
go.”, “You go.” “He goes.” It is all just "go”. You'll never have to learn a Thai verb
conjugation.

The really good news

You will never have to learn different endings for Thai verbs for person, or for present,
past, and future tenses. And there are no such things as irregular Thai verbs. You'll
have to learn a few Thai words that will help with time stamps, and some simple time
words like today, yesterday, and tomorrow, that will help us know when an action is
taking place, but compared to conjugations, they’re a piece of cake.

Who said Thai was difficult?

We will be giving examples of verbs in sentences by using a list of frequently used
verbs. An old colleague of mine, Professor Steve Tripp of the University of Aizu in Japan,
has done some interesting computer based language analysis. He used an algorithm to
parse the Internet and came up with an English verb frequency list. It is a huge list but
we'll use only some of the most used verbs for our examples.

Here is a list of our verbs and their Thai equivalents. When there are synonyms in Thai
we'll give them too.

go 14 bpai

do "1 tam

think  @&m (31, 89), fin(3, A9) kit (waa , téung ), néuk ( waa , téung )

get 161, 165U, tan daai, daairap , ao



know

be

want

look

come

try

say

make

would

see

work

have

could

talk

eat

study

play
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NIy,
vy, at, da

6avnns, aann

D

EN

aad, WENENU

WA,

1, &9

AJRY

D

JIU

=

138U

saap

bpen , yoo , keu
dtong gaan , yaak
doo

maa

long , pa-yaa-yaam
poot , waa

tam , saang

kong ja

doo,

ngaan ,

mee

daai

poot , kui

gin, taan

rian
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read au aan

Examples of some “really good news”

If you only read this section you’ll have Thai verbs down. We'll use the verb at the top
of our frequency list “to go” — "l / bpai /

* Igo-4au 'l /chan bpai/
* He goes — 1 11 / kao bpai /
* Wego- 15114/ rao bpai/
* She goes - 15a 'ldl / ter bpai /

And (context or “time words” will tell us the tense).

* Igo-4du 'l / chan bpai/

* I went-au 'l / chan bpai/

* I will go—4au ld / chan bpai/

* Iam going — siu 'l / chan bpai /

Okay, there is a little more to it, but in fact, the above are all correct and would be
understood depending on the context in which they were spoken.

k%



Simple Present Tense

Some time-words for simple present tense

usually

often

never

sometimes

every day

every year
(in the) winter

currently

on the weekends

in the evening

in the morning

in the afternoon

at night

now

PRbIRf)

as, Uanns
laiagl
TRNLZER!
nniu

nnil
(2129) 99U

gyl
Jungagadlanu
aauLfiu

MauLan

AauLne
AAUNAIIAU

aaudl

Verbs used in these examples

be vy, ag

do i

think  @a (71, 89), fin(31, 89)

bpen , yoo

tam
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dtaam bprok-ga-dti

boi , bor-ya-krang
mai koie

baang krang

tuk wan

tuk bpee
chlang réu-doo naao

ka-na née

wan yut sut sap-daa
dton-yen

dton-chao
dton-baai

dtor nok laang keun

dton-née

kit ( waa , téung ), néuk ( waa , téung )
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get 16, tan daai , ao

The time-words are underlined
vilu / bpen / — to be (+ a noun, a thing)
* He's American.

v iy 20 awsdu
/ kdo bpen chaao a-may-ri-gan /
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* She is a teacher.
t5a tflu a3
/ ter bpen kroo /

* Tam a volunteer at the school in the afternoon.
aauling wu iy anssiias M 1s9kau
/ dton-baai pdm bpen aa-sda sa-mak tée rohng rian /

* The boys are football players.
w2 Ly dnWauaa
/ poo chaai bpen nak fut-bon /

at / yoo / — to be (at, in, a place, position)

* We are at home every day.
131 ag M 1u naiu
/ rao yoo tée baan tuk wan /

* Heisin 6" grade.
1N ag 7 6
/ kdo yoo chan hok /

* Preecha is in the restaurant now.
aaull 1321 ag Tu uarms
/ dton-née bpree-chaa yoo nai rdan aa-hdan /

* In the morning his daughter is at the office.
aaueh an & ag Nvineu
/ dton-chao 160k saa- yoo tée tam gaan /

¥in /tam / —to do

* He's does homework in the evening.

L1 Y1 AN51NU @auLfiu
/ kdo tam gaan baan dton-yen /

* She does artwork.
152 i Aady
/ ter tam sin-la-bpa /
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* We do gardening on the weekends.

151 vin & Ju gafdau
/ rao tam slian wan sut sap-daa /

* They currently do office work (work in an office).
aaizil waatan vin U aandla
/ ka-na née plak kdo tam ngaan of-fit /

Am (A, 8v), fin(A, 89) / kit ( waa , téung ), néuk ( waa , téung ) / — to think, to
think about

* I think he is handsome.
AU AR LN YR
/ chan kit waa kao lor /

* She thinks about a new iPhone often.
152 findv iPhone 1wy dasg
/ ter néuk téung iPhone mai bai /

* Every day He thinks about his guitar.
nadu N Aads Aang wav LN
/ tuk wan kdo kit téung gee-dtaa koéng kdo /

* We think the new song is difficult.
157 @A LWARY Tnd enn
/ rao kit waa playng mai yaak /

16, 165U, tan / daai , daairap, ao / - to get

* He gets good grades every year.
v e vnsa 6 nndl

/ kdo daai grayt dee tuk bpee /

* The children get flu shots in the winter.
win 9 e enda ilasdu lauwialval 29 aguun
/ dék dék daai yaa cheet bpong gan kai wat yai chllang réu-doo ndao /

* My teacher gets fried rice every day.
A3 a1 1Me naiu
/ kroo ao kaao pat tuk wan /

* She frequently gets a new iPhone.
152 16 iPhone 11y Uaamasy

/ ter daai iPhone mai bor-ya-krang /
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Past Tense
(These may include what in English we call present and past perfect tenses.)

The use of the words 16 and €y for negative past.

There is a special past-tense-helper in the Thai word ‘L@, especially used with negative
sentences. The pattern is (person + "1 16 + verb).

* Ididnt go.
Ju 1 16 1o
/ chan mai daai bpai /

* She didn't eat.
15a 14 16 Au
/ ter mai daai gin /

*  We didn't see the movie.
157 i 16 @ uily
/ rao mai daai doo nang /

We can also add the concept of “not yet” by using the word £is. The pattern is (person
+ €9 13 16 + verb).

* Ididn't go yet.
du £ i e
/ chan yang mai daai bpai /

* She didn't eat yet.
vea 9 1 e Au
/ ter yang mai daai gin /

*  We didn't see the movie yet.
157 €9 13 16 g nily
/ rao yang mai daai doo nang /

Since Thai verbs don’t change when used in the past tense, we know we are speaking
of the past in two ways. 1. from context, and 2. From the use of a “past-word”. Since
context can sometimes lead to misunderstandings it is best for us learners of Thai to
use some “past-words” so that we can be more accurate and better understood.
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Some time-words for past tense

yesterday viaud méua waan née

last week 2R ETALAT aa-tit tée laew

last year fiua bpee tée ldew

last month auiua? deuan tée laew

day before yesterday wiaduduid méua waan-seun née
this morning Wiawhd méua chdo née

in the evening nauLfiu dton-yen

last night Wiadu méua keun

in former times fiiunay, luafe  sa-mai gon, nai a-deet
when ... Wia ... méua ...

before Aau gon

after UAIAN lang jaak

used to LAgl koie

already wad ldew

Verbs used in these examples

want ¢avns, asnn (‘le) dtong gaan, yaak
look ) doo

come a0, maa
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try a9, WeNeNy long, pa-yaa-yaam
say WA,37, uann Poot, waa, bok waa
make v, &9 tam, saang

eat Ay, My gin , taan

study 13au rian

play LRU lén

read anu aan
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The time-words are underlined

Aree wanted a puppy when she was a girl.
273 6iavns (aenn la) an &a (gn mn) uia 152 iy an

/ aa-ree dtong gaan ( yaak daai ) l6ok su-nak ( 160k mda ) méua ter bpen
saao /

We looked at the sunset yesj;g rday (in the) afternoon.
131 q wszanvined an wiadud eauiine
/ rao doo pra aa-tit dtok méua waan née dton-baai /

Manee and Lek came (returned) late last night.
uel uag W@n 11 (Al W) fin Wadu
/ ma-nee lae Iék maa ( glap maa ) deuk méua keun /

The students tried the new noodle shop after school (ended).
n3au aav 51U AaLde) T Bavaln L&n Laau
/ nak rian long raan gliay-dtieow mai lang jaak lérk rian /

This mQrmng she said she wanted fried eggs for breakfast.
wlawhi sa uanit wsa aena vu i vaa u aws wh
/ méua chao née ter bok waa ter yaak taan kai tét bpen aa haan chao /

In former times (in the past) the workers made (built) a wall around the
city.

lafanay (luada) Ay 91U vin (8979) Auwg sau tiag

/ sdi mai gon (nai a-deet) kon ngaan tam ( sdang ) gam-paeng rop
meuang /

We ate before we studied
131 AY AAY 151 3EY
/ rao gin gon rao rian /

She studied after she played video games.
L2 138U ¥AYAIA LFa LAY IAlatny

/ ter rian ldng jaak ter Ién wi-dee-oh gaym /

The children used to play football in the evening.
oA LAg LAY Weaual aaulfiu
/ dék koie Ién fat bon dton-yen /

I already read that book.
pa Lo au wileda ey iy wa
/ pdm daai aan nang-séu Iém nan laew /
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Caveat: In the sentence 151 Au Aau 151 138U / rao gin gon rao rian / (We translated it
as “We ate before we studied.”) the possibility of misunderstanding can arise.

The sentence 131 Ay Aau 151 138U / rao gin gon rao rian / could be translated as

* We ate before we studied.
*  We will eat before we study.

* We eat (every day) before studying.

It a situation like this we may have to depend on the context in which we are speaking
to know which one is correct. Yes, Thai verbs might be easier to navigate than English
verbs but because they are less specific, sometimes misunderstandings can occur.

One way to deal with this problem is to add another time-word to clear things up.

* We already ate before we studied.
151 Aiu L& AaU 151 13EY
/ rao gin ldew gon rao rian /

*  We will eat before we study.
151 a¥ Au Aau 151 B3y (The word ag / ja / a future word we will get to below)

/ rao ja gin gon rao rian /

* We eat every day before we study.
157 Au nadu Aau 131 1BFau
/ rao gin tuk wan gon rao rian /

%k %k Xk

Future Tense

Some time-words for future tense:

The most important time-word for future in English is “will” and in Thai its equivalent is
ay / ja /. Almost all future sentences will contain the pattern g / ja / + verb.

=D

tomorrow W9
tomorrow morning  wyediizn
this afternoon 1l

this evening viud
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tonight il

next week flaviniin

next month thauniin

next year fwiin

in two weeks Tudnsgasduaui

day after tomorrow  YungFuil

Verbs used in these examples

come, n maa
eat iy, u gin, taan

study 3eu rian

play LRU lén

be vy, ag bpen , yoo

do 1 tam

get 161, 1an daai, ao

try a9, WeNeny long, pa-yaa-yaam
make i1, &579 tam, saang

Time-words are underlined
* Our relatives are coming tomorrow.

QA 229 151 AL 11 wiedl

/ yaat kdng rao ja maa pring-née /
* Tomorrow morning she will eat eggs and toast.
wiadliah 152 a¢ Au e wag aunilile

/ pring-née chao ter ja gin kai lae ka-nédm bpang bping /

* I am studying English this afternoon.



The Ten Essentials of Thai Conversation: Essential verbs

18fl 34U ¥ By AMNBaINg K

/ baai née chan ja rian paa-sda ang-grit /

They are going to play football this evening.
wiusl wanun Ay 1@y Wevaa

/ yen née plak kao ja lén fut bon /

She wants to be a doctor.
152 agnn g 1iu nua

/ ter yaak ja bpen mor /

The day after tomorrow she will be in Bangkok
Fuugdufl 152 3 ag NIV

/ wan ma-reun née ter ja yoo grung tayp /
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* Sunee will do her homework tonight.
g6l a¢ vin N5y Audl

/ su-nee ja tam gaan baan keun née /

* Next week Somchai is getting a new motorcycle.
flavinin sue 2 16 sadnsenuaue Tu
/ sap-daa nda sém-chaai ja daai rot jak-gra-yaan yon mai /

* T'll try to visit you next month.
waumin Su sz weneny oy Ao

/ deuan naa * chan - ja * pa-yaa-yaam * yiam - kun /

* I wont make a mistake.
Ju g 1 vihfe

/ chan ja mai tam pit /

Present continuous tense

The present continuous tense in English is one way we can say what is happening
“now”, To create this tense in Thai we use the pattern AN’ + verb.

Now
* He is working at the factory.
@ ANAY YU A 15997u

/ kdo gam-lang tam ngaan tée rohng ngaan /

* She is studying English.
152 ANAY TEU ANEN Fungi

/ ter gam-lang rian paa-sda ang-grit /

* They are playing video games.

WINLYT ARV LAY FATaLnu
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/ plak kdo gam-lang |én wi-dee-oh gaym /

If we add the word a¢j to the pattern, giving us Anay + verb + agj it adds the concept

” \\

“right now”, “at this moment”.

Right Now
* Manit is eating dinner (right now).
dia A& MU awsiu ag

/maa-nit gam-lang taan aa-haan yen yoo /

* Sunee is practicing piano (at this moment).
giel ANAY ey (Talu ag

/ sU-nee gam-lang Ién bpia noh yoo /

* I am working on the computer (right now).
AU AAY 119U AaNRILAAT Bt

/ chan gam-lang tam ngaan kom-piw-dtér yoo /

Future using A&

As with the present continuous tense in English the same pattern can indicate a future
time (“I'm going now”, “I'm going tomorrow.”). To do this in Thai we need add the
future word a¢ / ja /. The pattern is Aindv + 3¢ + verb.

* The girls are going to come tomorrow.
&0 9 AA9 ag 1 wiedl

/ sdao sdaao gam-lang ja maa priing-née /

* The policeman is going to get a new car next month.
61533 A1AY Ag 16 50 Tua Ldaumiin
/ dtam-rUat gam-lang ja daai rét mai deuan naa /
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* The students are going to (go to) school this morning.
Hagau A& 3¢ 1l 1503y whil

/ nak rian gam-lang ja bpai rohng rian chdo née /

kokk
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Vocabulary used in the chapter
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ndu glap to return

AN gam-paeng wall

Aims gee-dtaa guitar

tns@  grayt grade (English loan word)

auntloile  ka-ndm bpang bping toast

Tawinlue kai watyai  flu

Ag kroo teacher

AaNWILmas  kom-piw-dtér computer (English loan word)
iu  chan level (school grade)

217 chaao person of

an@  yaat family relation

A wilg doo nang  to go to (see) a movie
vinla tam pit to make a mistake
Avinu tée tam gaan place of work, office

ilavAubpdng gan  protect (from)

wizanae an pra aa-tit dtok sunset
LWRY  playng song
tay  meuang city, town

gnn  yaak difficult

ensia yaa chéet  injection, inoculation

\Hey  ylam  to visit

FOINTEULIUG rot jak-gra-yaan yon motorcycle
sau  rOp  around

$7u Aewfien raan gliay-dticow  noodle shop

159971 rohng ngaan factory
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Examples of verbs in sentences

v vHu 277 awsdu
5a tilu a3

aaulneg wu 1y ananaias 7
1991381

[ <

Wane wilu dnWauaa

D_

150 a8 N 1u nniu

LN ag 1 6

aaudl U3 ag Tu Suams
aaul qn &0 ag Mvineu
11 i1 M5 eaulfiu

152 vin Ay

131 Y1 & Ju gadUed
aauedl winin vin 9 aanfla
JU AR LUN KAA

52 findiv iPhone 11y das
NN N Aady AT 2ad LN
151 AR LWAY 11l enn

v e insa & nndl

a9 16 enda ilasdu lavialval

239 AU

A3 121 2AHA AT

\5a 'l6 iPhone usi Liaaa%s
du 1 e M

a2 1 e Au

157 1ai 16 @ il

Au €9 1 e

vaa 9 1u le Ay

kdo bpen chaao a-may-ri-gan

ter bpen kroo

dton-baai pOm bpen aa-sda sa-mak tée rohng

rian

poo chaai bpen nak fut-bon

rao yoo tée baan tuk wan

kdo yoo chan hok

dton-née bpree-chaa yoo nai rdan aa-hdan
dton-chao 160k sda* yoo tée tam gaan
kdo tam gaan baan dton-yen

ter tam sin-1a-bpa

rao tam slian wan sut sap-daa

ka-na née pliak kdo tam ngaan of-fit
chan kit waa kao lor

Ter néuk téung iPhone mai boi

tuk wan kdo kit téung gee-dtaa kdng kdo
rao kit waa playng mai yaak

kdo daai grayt dee tuk bpee

dek dek daai yaa chéet bpong gan kai wat
yai chliang réu-doo naao

kroo ao kaao pat tuk wan

ter daai iPhone mai bor-ya-krang
chdn mai daai bpai

ter mai daai gin

rao mai daai doo nang

chan yang mai daai bpai

ter yang mai daai gin
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157 €9 lai e g uily

a3 siavnis (aenn le) gn il
(30 %) wila ea iy &

131 ) wizawied an wiauil sau
g

uel uay W@n 11 (Al W) fin La
AU

HABau aa9 U Mada 1l uas
A LA 138U

iawhil 1sa uandn s asnA MU
12 naa viu a1 vah

lafanay (luada) au 91U v
(8979) AUw 5aU Llad

157 AU AU 13 138U

L6a 38U KAYANA LEA LAY FflaLny
LAA LAE LAY WaLaa aauLfiu

fa 6 8 wileda ey 1y wad

157 AU LAY Aau 151 138U

157 2¢ AU AaU 151 1K3EU

157 Au Nndu Aau 151 13y

Qi 29 151 A% 11 Wil

wyoilia 152 v Au 12l uas aunils
tv

[
a o a a

1NEHU AU T LIUU ANBIINE I

vHudl wanan ag 1au Wevaa
152 agnn Az iy nua
FungFuil 152 Ay ag AFILNW

a o

qUL AL

3

i1 ANstu Audl

FUa1vinn Juae A e 5o
Anseuaus Tu

rao yang mai daai doo nang

aa-ree dtong gaan ( yaak daai ) 160k su-nak (
6ok maa ) méua ter bpen sdao

rao doo pra aa-tit dtok méua waan née dton-
baai

ma-nee lae Iék maa ( glap maa ) deuk méua
keun

nak rian long rdan glay-dtieow mai ldng
jaak lérk rian

méua chdo née ter bok waa ter yaak taan kai
t6t bpen aa haan chao

sai mai gon (nai a-deet) kon ngaan tam
( saang ) gam-paeng rOp meuang

rao gin gon rao rian

ter rian 1ang jaak ter 1én wi-dee-oh gaym
dek koie Ién fit bon dton-yen

pdm daai aan nang-séu |ém nan laew
rao gin laew gon rao rian

rao ja gin gon rao rian

rao gin tuk wan gon rao rian

yaat kdng rao ja maa priing-née

priing-née chdo ter ja gin kai lae ka-ndm
bpang bping

baai née chan ja rian paa-saa ang-grit
yen née plak kao ja lén fut bon

ter yaak ja bpen mér

wan ma-reun née ter ja yoo grung tayp
su-nee ja tam gaan baan keun née

sap-daa naa sdm-chaai ja daai rét jak-gra-
yaan yon mai
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WWaunln JFu ag wenenu WHau Aot

du Az 1 vihAe

LN Ad9 vi1eu 7 15991u

1652 ANAY 138U ANl d9ngi
WINLY ARG LAY JATaLny
dia ANA9 MU anmsiiu ag
el ANAY ey (Tlalu ag

AU A9 ¥ineu Amauieas atl
&1 9 fA1d9 Az 1 Wil

61573 ANAY A¢ 16 5a Tud Lhauniin

"nau ARy A 1l 159aau il

deuan naa * chan - ja - pa-yaa-
yaam - yiam - kun

chan ja mai tam pit

kdo gam-lang tam ngaan tée rohng ngaan
ter gam-lang rian paa-sda ang-grit

pliak kao gam-lang Ién wi-dee-oh gaym
maa-nit gam-lang taan aa-hdan yen yoo
su-nee gam-lang lén bpia noh yoo

chan gam-lang tam ngaan kom-piw-dtér yoo
saao saao gam-lang ja maa priing-née

dtam-ruat gam-lang ja daai rét mai deuan
naa

nak rian gam-lang ja bpai rohng rian chao
née



