The Ten Essentials of Thai Conversation: Please and Thank You and Excuse Me

Please and Thank You and Excuse Me
Part 1 - Please

Oh, won't you stay...just a little bit longer
Please, please, please, please, please
Tell me you're going to.

Maurice Williams and The Zodiacs

One of the nicest things a Thai will say about you, besides how good looking you are
and how well you speak Thai (which should always be taken with a grain of salt) is that
you are such a polite person; that you are &nw / su-paap /.

Nothing will tell a Thai listener how &1 / su-paap / you are better than your correct
usage of the many Thai expressions for Please, Thank You, and Excuse Me. Like we tell
our children, they are magic words, and because of that they are part of the Ten
Essentials of Thai Conversation.

Just like in most languages Thai has many ways to say each. It is important to know
the different phrases in Thai because they can indicate how much we feel the emotion
expressed, how respectful we want to be, and to whom we are speaking.

**k*

Please

“Please” is a big word. We can use it when we are asking for something, when we are
asking for someone to do something, or when we are pleading for one of them. When
using “please” in Thai we need to consider the above as well as to whom we are
speaking.

The following are some of the ways to say “please” in Thai. We’'ll give situations and
examples of usage. As with all Thai patterns you can always use the Thai polite ending
particles depending on to whom you are asking.
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aa / kor / —

This is “please” when we ask for, or when we request something, or for someone to do
something (for us).

Aside: The Thai word tan / ao / can mean “give me”. It is asking for something without
the “please”. In the following examples the word ua / kdr / can be replaced with 1an

/ ao / changing it from a request “Please can | have ...” to an order “Give me ...”. But
we’ll stick with requests for now.

Usage examples

You ask a vendor for something.

e ua nuwnLfiu / kdr gaa-fae yen / — Ice coffee please.

e 2a aunifiu &av uA? / kdr gaa-fae yen song gaew / — Two glasses of ice coffee
please.

e 2a 1IRA 1y / kor kaao pat mbo / — I'll have some pork fried rice please.

e 2 2MINA 1y 7auq / kor kdao pat mdo ron rén / — Pork fried rice, hot please.

You ask your gardener to do something for you.

e ua AN 6u'la / kdr lem dtdbn maai / — Please prune the tree.
e 2a A2Nm Wu / kOr gwaat péun / — Please sweep the floor.

**k*

2aa ... iuaa / kor... noi/ —

The same use of “please” as above but the use of wia#a / noi/ (literally "...a bit",

"...somewhat", "...to some extent") softens it. The meaning of the two patterns is
basically the same but this pattern makes it more of a heart-felt request.

Usage examples
You ask a vendor for something.

o 2a nMunLfiu wuae / kor gaa-fae yen noi/ — May | have some ice coffee please.

o 2a MunLfiu a9 uA? wian / kor gaa-fae yen song gaew noi/ — Can | have two
glasses of ice coffee please.

e 2a 1A 1y wuaa / kdr kaao pat mdo noi/ — I'd would like some pork fried rice
please.
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e 2a 1MINA %Yy Tauq wiaa / kdr kaao pat mdo rén rén noi/ — Some nice and hot
pork fried rice please.

You ask your gardener to do something for you.

e 22 AN 6u'li nuaa / kdr lem dtdn maai noi/ — Can you please prune the tree.
e 2a ANA WU wuaa / kdr gwaat péun noi/ — Please sweep the floor (for me).

*k*x

Adding the Thai polite particle
You are asking your wife (very nicely) to do something for you.
Usage examples

e a vin 12 1380 wasg afu / kor tam kai jieow noikrap / — Can you please make
some scrambled eggs (for me).

Said with a sweet sing-songy voice works best.

**k*

2281 / chiay / —

The word 2he1 / ch@ay / literally means “help”. We can use it to replace the “please”
word ua / kOr / above when we are asking someone to do something. The meaning of
the sentences would be exactly the same.

Example of aa = 2he:
e 2a n1A AU wian / kdr gwaat péun noi/ — Please sweep the floor (for me).

e 28 AMA WU Wian / chlay gwaat péun noi/ — Please sweep the floor (for me).

e aa vin 12 1380 wiaa a¥u / kor tam kai jieow noikrap / — Can you please make
some scrambled eggs (for me).

e 2he vin 12 13en wdaa @y / chiay tam kai jieow noikrap / — Can you please
make some scrambled eggs (for me).

Usage examples

e 28 15un uAAR &a9 AU / chlay riak kaet-dée séng kon / — Please call for two
caddies (said every time | am at the golf course)
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o 2 e &eadla g wiaa / chlay bpért STEREO bao bao noi/ — Please turn
down the stereo.

o 2h# wu wila tilu A lve / chliay pdm bplae bpen paa-sda tai / — Please help
me translate this into Thai.

—
Adding the Thai polite particle
You are asking your significant other (very nicely) to do something for you.
Usage examples
o 2hu i 2B YUay Ay / chlay ting ka-ya noika / — Please throw out the garbage.

Said with a sweet sing-songy voice works best.

**k*

Important

An important use of the word & / chay / is if we ever find ourselves in trouble and
we need to call for help, as in “HELP!!!I” we use the Thai exclamation

e 2faa el / chlay diay / — Please Help me!
Best said at the top of your lungs.

o 2 sraauaaua! / chiay diaaaaaaaaay / - Heeeeeeeeeelp!

**k*

The following are four “please” words we use in formal or written language. They are
not often heard, except maybe in a formal TV interview. You won’t have to say them to
anybody, but you’'ll see them written frequently, especially on signs requesting the
public to do one thing or another.

Tusa / bproht /
You'll see this sign in most buildings and offices today.

e Ti5m 9o Fu 1.!1/1"3" / bproht ngot soop bu ree / — Please refrain from smoking, No
smoking please.

The meaning of 1dsa / bproht / is “please” but it is a strong “please” like when Mom
used to tell you “Please come home before midnight.” Not really asking, but telling.
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Another meaning of 1isa / bproht / is “favorite”. You can say something like

e 2% tHu uav T1lse / kédao pat bpen kdng bproht / — Fried rice is my favorite.

*k*x

Agaun / ga-ru-naa /
You may see this sign on the steps of a temple building.
e N340 nam 5a9L1N / ga-rd-naa tot rong tao / — Please take off your shoes

The word nsewn / ga-rd-naa / also means “compassion” or “mercy”, especially in
religious and Buddhist discussions. A pneumonic to help to remember is Agau1 aaa
sadt¥in — is like saying “Please have mercy on us (have compassion, empathize with us)
and take off your shoes.”

**k*

aaaungau / kor kwaam ga-ri-naa /

It has both 1a and asew1 making it a heavy duty “please”. More like “l beseech you.” or
“l beg you.’

e 2AamNuATaU £ 13u 19 wu / kdr kwaam ga-rd-naa yeum ngern hai pdm / —
Please, | beseech you, lend me some money.

ek
wasav / kor rong /
You might see this sign in a library.

e a9 'l vin W&av &9 / kdr rong mai tam siang dang / — Quiet please!

wasav / kdr rong / is sort of an appeal to your better angels.
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Vocabulary used in this chapter

ga-rd-naa
gwaat
gaa-fae
gaew
ka-ya

11s@ kdng bproht

kdao pat
kai

kai jieow
kon
kaet-dée
ngot
ngern
jieow
chhay
chiay doay
dang

dtén maai
tot

tam

ting

bu ree
bao bao
bpért
bplae
péun
paa-sda tai
yeum

yen

rong tao
réon

riak

lem
STEREO
su-paap
soop

soop bu rée
siang
siang dang
Nnoi

mado

hai yeum

please, compassion, mercy
to sweep

coffee

glass, classifier for glass of something
garbage

favorite (thing)

fried rice

€gg

scrambled egg

person, classifier for a person
caddie (loan word)

to refrain from

money

to mix

to help

help!

loud

tree, plant

to take off

to do, to make

to throw away, throw out
cigarette

softly

to open, to turn on

to translate

floor

Thai (language)

to borrow

cool

shoes

hot

to call

to trim

stereo (loan word)

polite

to pump, to smoke

to smoke cigarettes

sound

loud sound, noisy

"...a bit", "...somewhat", "...to some extent"
pork, pig

to lend

Retire 2 Thailand Retire 2 Thailand: Blog Thai Language Thai Culture The Ten Essentials of Thai Conversation



http://www.retire2thailand.com/
https://retire2thailand.wordpress.com/
http://womenlearnthai.com/index.php/tag/thai-language-thai-culture/

The Ten Essentials of Thai Conversation: Please and Thank You and Excuse Me

Lan ao to take
Examples of Thai “please” sentences

2a AunLdy wia kor gaa-fae yen noi

2a Auntiiu a9 wAd wias kdr gaa-fae yen song gaew noi

2a AN By nae kor kdao pat mdo noi

2a AN Ky Tauq nias kdr kdao pat mdo rén rén noi

2a &y siu'lil wiasa kdr lem dtdn maai néi

2a NNA AY wiae kdr gwaat péun ndi

2a vin 12 1387 Bdas A5y kdr tam kai jieow noikrap

2he 1ie deadia g wias chiay bpert STEREO bao bao noi
2he Wy wila Wy ane'ineg chliay pdm bplae bpen paa-saa tai
2he 719 2EE vian Ay chtay ting ka-ya noika

2 el chbay daay

Tse 9 g UWd bproht ngét soop bu rée

N340 aam 5a9L1iN ga-rd-naa tot rong tao
2amnuagan du 1W&u 11 Wy kdr kwaam ga-ri-naa yeum ngern hai pdm
2asa9 i vin 1&av 6 kdr rong mai tam siang dang
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