The Ten Essentials of Thai Conversation: Please and Thank You and Excuse Me

Please and Thank You and Excuse Me
Part 1 - Please

Oh, won't you stay...just a little bit longer
Please, please, please, please, please
Tell me you're going to.

Maurice Williams and The Zodiacs

One of the nicest things a Thai will say about you, besides how good looking you are
and how well you speak Thai (which should always be taken with a grain of salt) is that
you are such a polite person; that you are 1.

Nothing will tell a Thai listener how &1 you are better than your correct usage of the
many Thai expressions for Please, Thank You, and Excuse Me. Like we tell our children,
they are magic words, and because of that they are part of the Ten Essentials of Thai
Conversation.

Just like in most languages Thai has many ways to say each. It is important to know
the different phrases in Thai because they can indicate how much we feel the emotion
expressed, how respectful we want to be, and to whom we are speaking.

**k*

Please

“Please” is a big word. We can use it when we are asking for something, when we are
asking for someone to do something, or when we are pleading for one of them. When
using “please” in Thai we need to consider the above as well as to whom we are
speaking.

The following are some of the ways to say “please” in Thai. We’'ll give situations and
examples of usage. As with all Thai patterns you can always use the Thai polite ending
particles depending on to whom you are asking.
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A —

This is “please” when we ask for, or when we request something, or for someone to do
something (for us).

Aside: The Thai word ta1 can mean “give me”. It is asking for something without the
“please”. In the following examples the word 2a can be replaced with tan

changing it from a request “Please can | have ...” to an order “Give me ...”. But we’'ll
stick with requests for now.

Usage examples

You ask a vendor for something.

e ua nMuwnLfiu — Ice coffee please.

o 2a MunLfiu &av uA? — Two glasses of ice coffee please.
e 22 2@ 1y — I'll have some pork fried rice please.

e 22 2MKNA 1Yy 9au9 — Pork fried rice, hot please.

You ask your gardener to do something for you.

e 2a LA 6u'lai — Please prune the tree.
e 2a AR Wu — Please sweep the floor.

*k*x

2 ... uuag —

The same use of “please” as above but the use of #iaa (literally “little” or “small”)
softens it. The meaning of the two patterns is basically the same but this pattern makes
it more of a heart-felt request.

Usage examples
You ask a vendor for something.

e 2a nMunLfiu wias — May | have some ice coffee please.

e 2a NMunLfiu &a9 uA2 wdaa — Can | have two glasses of ice coffee please.
e 2a 2MKHA %Y Kuaa — I'd would like some pork fried rice please.

e 22 2AMKHA 1Y 92U Kiuaa — Some nice and hot pork fried rice please.

You ask your gardener to do something for you.
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e ua A ¢u'lai was — Can you please prune the tree.
e 22 MM WU UUaa — Please sweep the floor (for me).

**k*

Adding the Thai polite particle
You are asking your wife (very nicely) to do something for you.
Usage examples

e aa i1 12 1387 niaa @3u — Can you please make some scrambled eggs (for
me).

Said with a sweet sing-songy voice works best.

*k*x

afde1 —

The word 2 literally means “help”. We can use it to replace the “please” word ua
above when we are asking someone to do something. The meaning of the sentences
would be exactly the same.

Example of 2a = 2

e 22 n1A WU wias  — Please sweep the floor (for me).
e 2h# AA WU wUaa — Please sweep the floor (for me).

e aa i1 12 1387 niaa @3u — Can you please make some scrambled eggs (for
me).
e 2he vin 12 1380 wdag A%y — Can you please make some scrambled eggs (for
me).
Usage examples

e 28 3un wARA &a9 AU — Please call for two caddies (said every time | am at the
golf course)

e 2 Lla &ma3la w19 wiaa — Please turn down the stereo.

e 2@ wu wila tilu A lne — Please help me translate this into Thai.

**k*

Adding the Thai polite particle
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You are asking your significant other (very nicely) to do something for you.
Usage examples
o 2ha A9 2B WUan Ay — Please throw out the garbage.

Said with a sweet sing-songy voice works best.

*k*x

Important

An important use of the word 2 is if we ever find ourselves in trouble and we need to
call for help, as in “HELP!!!” we use the Thai exclamation

e a2ihe1 ! — Please Help me!
Best said at the top of your lungs.

o e ehuauauu! — Heeeeeeeeeelp!

*k*x

The following are four “please” words we use in formal or written language. They are
not often heard, except maybe in a formal TV interview. You won’t have to say them to
anybody, but you'll see them written frequently, especially on signs requesting the
public to do one thing or another.

Tlsa -
You'll see this sign in most buildings and offices today.
e Ti5a 9@ gu uvﬁ — Please refrain from smoking, No smoking please.

The meaning of Tudsa is “please” but it is a strong “please” like when Mom used to tell
you “Please come home before midnight.” Not really asking, but telling.

Another meaning of 1isa is “favorite”. You can say something like

e 2Mim 1Iu wav 1Usa — Fried rice is my favorite.

**k*

ngaLn —
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You may see this sign on the steps of a temple building.
e N304 Dam 5a9L1iN — Please take off your shoes

The word nseu1 also means “compassion” or “mercy”, especially in religious and
Buddhist discussions. A pneumonic to help to remember is A3auN aam sa9Ltin — is like
saying “Please have mercy on us (have compassion, empathize with us) and take off
your shoes.”

*k*x

AaNNNNATUN —

It has both #a and asew1 making it a heavy duty “please”. More like “l beseech you.” or
“1 beg you.’

e 2amNuAsaU du 13U 11 W — Please, | beseech you, lend me some money.

*k*x

Aa%29
You might see this sign in a library.
e 22329 'l i1 &9 69 — Quiet please!

Aasav is sort of an gppeal to your better angels.
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Vocabulary used in this chapter

AU
AN
AU
(Fap)
ALY
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please, compassion, mercy
to sweep

coffee

glass, classifier for glass of something
garbage

favorite (thing)
fried rice

€gg

scrambled egg
person, classifier for a person
caddie (loan word)
to refrain from
money

to mix

to help

help!

loud

tree, plant

to take off

to do, to make

to throw away, throw out
cigarette

softly

to open, to turn on
to translate

floor

Thai (language)

to borrow

cool

shoes

hot

to call

to trim

stereo (loan word)
polite

to pump, to smoke
to smoke cigarettes
sound

loud sound, noisy
little, small

pork, pig

to lend

to take
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Examples of Thai “please” sentences

2a MuWLiy wias

2a Auntiiu a9 wAd wias
2a 2MIHA 1KY Kiae

22 1IN 1KY 58U uiaa
22 AN 6u'lal wia

2a NNA AU wiae

2a vin 12 1387 Bdas A5y
ahe 1ile feadia g wias
2he W wila Wy ane'ineg
2 M9 28 vidan Ag

aher 6!

Tse 9 §u UWd

N3N aam a9t
2amnuaga du 1W&5u 11 Wy

2a5a9 1u ¥in L& 69
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