DAY 2

A Matter of Life and Death

Live and dead syllables and why they matter

ore low class consonants

and long vowels today.

You’ll learn about final

consonant sounds, also the

concept of live and dead
syllables and how they affect tones.
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It’s time we learned the second group of low class consonants:

& <TRACK 13>

(Group 2)
k t ch s P f h
[k"] [t [te"] [s] [p"] [£] (h]

ANYUWWD
ano ww o

Why we say "l lerp you™

In English, when you pronounce words like ‘search’, ‘cliff’ or ‘tick’, there’s
a little puff of noise ‘chhh’, ‘fff’ or ‘kuh’ at the end of the word, right? But
in Thai, final consonants (i.e. the consonant at the end of syllable, after
the vowel) are “unreleased”; meaning we don’t release these little puffs,
so sometimes it sounds like we don’t pronounce final consonants at all.
Compare the English and Thai ways to say these words:

<TRACK 14>

TN LA il

s6hp (soap) kayp (cave) réot (root)
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9% N LI

wort (watch) péet (peace) hak (hack)

Did you hear anything at the end of each word? Exactly, nothing! And as
a result of not releasing final consonants it makes some final consonants
sound EXACTLY the same; both W and W sound like [-p] and the conso-

nants #, ¥ and % all sound like [-t]!

ke, kpi=] 1B &NEVER OCCURS AT THE END OF A SYLLABLE

Here’s the summary of the consonant sounds up until now. You don’t
need to waste your time memorising these tables. If you finish the word
without releasing the final sound, you are already doing it right.

I3 ¥ U 3 8a & 19

Initial ng‘m‘n‘r‘l‘y‘w

Final -ng ‘ -m ‘ -n ‘ -i ‘ -0

A N Y F* W NWN* g
mital k|t | ch| s | p | f | h

Final -k ‘ -t ‘ -p

You probably noticed that all the words on pages 12-13 have a high tone, but almost all
borrowed words from foreign languages have highly irregular tones which you can’t
really apply any rule to anyway, therefore just ignore this.

* ¢ and W only appear as final consonants in borrowed words from foreign languages.
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13
14
N
3
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Here are some more long vowels. These vowels are special because they
don’t take a final consonant, meaning that if you see them in words, they
will mark the end of a syllable and no final consonant will follow.

<TRACK 15>

LONG YOWELS

(o]

-um -ai -ai -ao -euf

[am] [ai] [ai] [a0] [=:i]
stylised font

A - - 1 -
S =7 v

‘Wavy’ [ai] (I-) and ‘curly’ [ai] (I-), or their proper names, lolsiuane [ai
maai malaai] and Toldifiau [ai maai maan] respectively, sound exactly the

same. However, 1- is only used in a number of words (20 words to be pre-
cise, find out more about it in the Appendices of this book) and the rest of

the words with the [-ai] sound are written with the - vowel. Why? These 2
[ai]’s used to have different sounds, but now it’s just a spelling convention.

Some vowels above are ‘sandwich’ vowels which basically wrap around
initial consonants. Pretty weird, eh?
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Give it a go!
Read the following words. Remember that final consonants are unre-
leased so some of them end up sounding the same.

<TRACK 16>

YN wee 1 81 e
Ay W wa N 1§7

W owwe lauw T @

Y

YA N LSA TN 8

1eek ‘dagyd “yyod ‘dAey “jeeu ‘woos
‘1eh ‘uyoy| ‘Sued ‘ley ‘oeu ‘933 ‘uhed ‘leu Ny ‘leeyd ‘eey ‘lem ‘Bulos ‘winy <9l dely>

Before you move on, make sure you remember all the low class conso-
nants that we have learnt so far and which group they belong to (group 1
or 2). You'll need it later!

The last 5 words have a falling tone because they are “dead” syllables; they end with a
[-k] [t] [-p] sound. The concept of live-dead syllables is important for the determination
of tones (we’ll talk about that on DAY 4). We will explore the concept of live-dead sylla-
bles and their effect on tones over the next section.
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As quiet as death

Drag the end of these words on as long as possible:

& <TRACK 17>

g LU

haa tan

14

“Haaaaaaaaaaaaaa———-"  ““Tannnnnnnnnnnnn

Too easy. Now try doing the same with these words:

1A 1N

chohk waat
“Choéhk...” “Waat...”

Impossible, right? And don’t cheat by extending the vowel sound instead
like “ch6oooooohk” or “waaaaaaaat”! The first two words are ‘live’ sylla-
bles which you can, in theory, keep humming forever, therefore they’re
live. On the other hand, the last two words are ‘dead’ syllables because
as soon as you utter the last unit of sound, it has to stop. There’s nothing
you can do to keep the syllable going, so it’s dead. And If you need rules:
live syllables are syllables that either end with [-ng], [-m], [-n], or a long
vowel* as a final sound, because they can be droned out until you’re out
of breath. Whereas dead syllables end with [-k], [-t], or [-p] as a final con-
sonant, there’s no way to elongate them.

* That includes & and 1, because at the final position they sound like vowels, as we have
learnt on DAY 1

Copyright © 2017 by Bingo-Lingo (Arthit Juyaso)
DO NOT DISTRIBUTE



19
A simplified version of my explanation looks like this:

...is a syllable that ends with...

LIVE SYLLABLE ® [-ng] [-m] [-n] (or any LC1 consonant)
o a LONG vowel

DEAD SYLLABLE e [-k] [-t] [-p] (or any LC2 consonant)

IyA [cHOHK] OR 2791 [WAAT] ARE DEAD BECAUSE
ATTENTION!
EVEN THOUGH THEY CONTAIN A LONG VOWEL, THEY

STILL FINISH WITH AN LC2 CONSONANT WHICH MAKES THEM DEAD ANYWAY.

C

R1p

Look at these live and dead syllables below. Ignore all the tone changes,
they will only distract you.

&2 <TRACK 18>

ad o lan

laam (LIVE) yao (LIVE) moht (DEAD)  poon (LIVE)

LY SN e 1@

payt (DEAD) raap (DEAD) sai (LIVE) chohk (DEAD)
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Give it a go!

Read the following phrases. Remember that final [-k] [-t] [-p] consonants
are unreleased so don’t go on and pronounce the final puffs. Next,
separate each syllable and tell me if they’re live or dead.

<TRACK 19>

LAENI9Y
N1YINLAY
LYHUUDULUN
gL SALT LN
saLIaluyn

LDV NUIANDIA

(3AIT-3AM-aV3A-avaa-IAIT-3AIT) wny Sutoy seeu dAey

Buiow eew // (@vY3IA-IAIT-AAIMT-AAIT-IAIT-3AIT) degyd ooyp teu eej Aem 1od [/ (JAIT
-IAIT-QvAA-3AIT-AAIM-3AIT) Sued oeu 3jyod eek jew wny // (JAIT-IAIT-3AIT) O_BW UJou
wes // (IAIT-av3Ia-IAIT) 03] 1eek eey [/ (JAIT-IAIT-IAIT) UeeSU WY INSY <61 JoBI}>
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TODRY'S RECAP

REMEMBER ALL LC2 CONSONANTS AND 5 MORE LONG VOWELS

<

Dk IN THAI, CONSONANTS AT FINAL POSITION ARE UNRELEASED AND CAN
CONSEQUENTLY SOUND SLIGHTLY OR SIGNIFICANTLY DIFFERENT FROM
THEIR ORIGINAL SOUND

Dk MULTIPLE CONSONANTS CAN SHARE THE SAME FINAL SOUND

<

=1, I-, I-, -1 AND i-¢ DO NOT TAKE FINAL CONSONANTS

& |- AND - ARE PRONOUNCED THE SAME WAY BUT |- IS ONLY USED IN
CERTAIN WORDS

Dk LIVE SYLLABLES ARE SYLLABLES IN WHICH THE FINAL SOUND CAN BE
ELONGATED, BUT YOU CAN'T DO THAT WITH DEAD SYLLABLES

Dk THE LIVE-DEAD FACTOR AFFECTS THE TONE OF THE SYLLABLE
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