Kinship Terms for Thai Household Help

HouseTalk Download: Kinship terms in your Thai household

In the English language, the generic terms for grandfather, grandmother,
uncle and aunt are interchangeable on both sides of the family. But most
(not all) Thai kinship terms denote what side of the family the person is
on (mother or father), as well as age (older or younger).

To help you pronounce the Thai vocabulary correctly, below you will find
sound files with Thai script and transliteration. Click the left arrow to get
the sound box (again, apologies for the multiple clicks).

The mother’s side of the family:

uy /mae/
@ Mother

a1g /yaai/
Grandmother

Grandfather

<
G a1 /dtaa/
o

a9 /lung/
Uncle (mother’s elder brother)
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<

O

w1 /naa/
Uncle (mother’s younger brother)

1" /bpaa/
Aunt (mother’s older sister)

w1 /naa/
Aunt (mother’s younger sister)

The father’s side of the family:

O
QO
€
Q

Q
€

&

Wa /por/
Father

2 /yaa/
Grandmother

Y /bpdo/
Grandfather

a9 /lung/
Uncle (father’s older brother)

21 /aa/
Uncle (father’s younger brother)

1" /bpaa/
Aunt (father’s older sister)

21 /aa/
Aunt (father’s younger sister)

Terms for Thai house help:

<

<

WNUY /mae-baan/
Housekeeper (house mother)

WA /mayt/
Housekeeper, maid
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6 AU 238 ¥N9ULIY /kon chday tam-ngaan-baan/
= Person who helps with housework

6 Aaea /pée-liang/
* Nanny or au pair

6 AudBadin /kon-liang-dek/
Nanny or au pair

WNAS? /mae-krua/
Female cook

wam$ /por-krua/
@ Male cook

auausa /kon-kap-rét/
@ Driver

If you want the sound files to the Thai saying then email me.

Note: The transliteration comes direct from Thai2English.com and is to be
used for ballpark pronunciation only.

Also note that these materials are for your own personal use only (I paid
to record for private use and no more).

For more, read the full post at: HouseTalk: Kinship Terms for Thai
Housekeepers and More

Catherine Wentworth
Women Learning Thai... and some men too ;-)
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