wé'l’zy**nuz Phayanchana (Consonants)

The 44 Consonants are divided into three different groups namely klaang (middle), stung (high) and

tam (low). It is important to know which group each consonant symbol belongs to, as it is one of the
factors determining the tone of a syllable.

Aksorn (akshara) | Aksorn (akshara) Aksorn (akshara)
Klaang (middle) Suting (high) Tam (Low)
n U * A A 9 3
k kh kh kh n
3 a o o ol a
c (tg) ch (tgh) ch(teh) s ch(teh) ny*
0 g 7 m o
d t th th th n
6 6 Q0 n D U
d t th th th n
TR1 W0 W N f X
bp ph f ph f ph m
d 9 a
y () r !
9
w
A1 o W
S I
e 14 al
? h h

Notice that there are duplicate letter symbols for phonetically identical consonants.
Examples: a g for [d] (read as d dek and d cha-daa respectively) and a g for [t] (read as
t tao and t patak respectively). For this reason, each Thai letter is assigned an

associated word so as to distinguish letters representing same consonant sound, in
analogy to c for cat and k for king in English when spelling Catherine or Katherine.
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Aksorn Klaang (Stop unaspirated Consonants)

1
ﬂ vl: ﬂ koo kay = chicken

(IPA symbol is ‘k’. Other literatures, especially meant for native English speakers, tend to label this as ‘g’
instead of ‘k’. But do not that you do not vibrate your vocal cord when pronouncing this. It sounds close to
English ‘k’ in ‘sky’ without any aspiration. For Chinese speaker, it sounds close to ‘g’ in Pinyin.)

VI 1 % Y ———

(IPA symbol is actually ‘te’. Other literatures, especially meant for native English speakers, tend to label this
as ‘j’. But do not that you do not buzz this as in English j’/d3/. It sounds close to ‘j° and ‘z’ in Pinyin.

However, when used as a final consonant, it sounds exactly like 1)

o
ﬂ Lﬂ ﬂ doo dek = child (a little boy or girl, not son or daughter)

(TPA symbol ‘d’. Same as English ‘d’. No such equivalent sound in Chinese.)

1
m Lm ’] too taw = tortoise or turtle

(IPA symbol ‘t’. Other literatures, especially meant for native English speakers, tend to label it as ‘dt’ instead
of ‘t’. Its sound lies between English‘d’ and‘t’. It sounds more like the French / Spanish ‘t” or the English ‘t’
without aspiration as in ‘start’, as opposed to ‘tart’. It sounds like‘d” in Chinese Pinyin.)

¥
1—' 611—' Vlj\l boo bay maay = tree leaf

(IPA symbol ‘b’. Same as English‘b’. No such equivalent sound in Chinese.)

U anr .. e

(IPA symbol ‘p’. Other literatures, especially meant for native English speakers, tend to label it as “bp’ instead
of ‘p’. Its sound lies between English ‘b’ and ‘p’. It sounds more like the French / Spanish ‘p’ or the English
‘p’ without aspiration as in ‘spark’, as opposed to ‘park’. It sounds like ‘b’ in Chinese Pinyin.)

1
a a ’] 0 200 ?aay = sink or basin

(Usually, it is left unmarked in Romanization of Thai. However, for convenience sake of transcription and for
learning purposes, the symbol ? is to denote a blank consonant, since consonant space cannot be left blank

when writing out a Thai syllable, and thus ? is to fill that gap e.g.“Anne” is written as uau /2een/instead of 1 -

u /een/ which is wrong in writing Thai script.)



Aksorn Tam (Sonorant Consonants)

\j \] uu = snake
by nod g

(TPA symbol is ‘n’. This is usually romanized as “ng”. It sounds like English ‘ng’ in ‘ringing’ or ‘singer’
usually at the end of English word, but not as initial. For Chinese speaker, it is the same as ‘ng’ in Pinyin as
final consonant only, as in —ang /-eng, but not as initial. However, initial ng does exist in Cantonese.)

a
QJJ M QJJ \1 (n)yoo yin = lady, female

(Special but only moderately used in Thai, mainly more for Pali-Sanskrit loan words. It is used for depicting
In/, as in ‘ny’ in Indic words or ‘gn’ in French or fi in Spanish words, which does not exist in Thai. As an

initial consonant it sounds as ‘y-’ & but as a final consonant it sounds as ‘-n’ #.)

u M u Nod niiu = rat, mouse
u

(IPA symbol is ‘n’. Same as English ‘n’ and ‘n’ in Chinese Pinyin)

¥
j\l j\l ’] Mmoo maa = horse

(IPA symbol is ‘m’. Same as English ‘m’ and ‘m’ in Chinese Pinyin)

P="]
‘3 L Cj a oo rua = boat, ship

(Like Spanish ‘r’ but less rolling. It becomes ‘-n’ at a final position since ‘r’ ending doesn’t exist in Thai. It is
also used in forming consonant clusters with other consonants, eg. kr, tr, pr. No equivalent in Pinyin.)

a
a aﬂ loolinp = monkey

(IPA symbol is ‘1. Same as English ‘I’and ‘I’ in Chinese Pinyin; It becomes either ‘-n’ or *-w’ at final position
since ‘1’ ending doesn’t exist in Thai. It is also used in forming consonant clusters, eg. kI, pl, khl)

w c
8 al ﬂ H, yoo yak = giant

(TPA symbol is actually ‘j’. It is same as English ‘y’ /j/ and same as ‘y’ in Chinese Pinyin in ‘ya’ /ja:/ but not
the same as y in ‘yi’ /?i:/. Being a semivowel, it forms complex vowels, as final -y’ sounds as ‘-i’.)

P13 7200 ) % S ——

(IPA symbol is ‘w’. Sound lies between English ‘w’ and ‘v’, and same as ‘w’ in Chinese Pinyin in ‘wa’ /wa./
but not as w in ‘wu’/?u:/. As a semivowel, it forms complex vowels, as final ‘-w’ sounds like ‘-u’.)



Consonant and VVowel Combinations

Unlike Latin alphabet in which vowel always follow directly after consonant, Thai vowel symbols (e3¢ sara)

may be placed at one or more positions (behind, front, above or below) around the consonant symbol
depending on their shapes and sound.

Remember that even if a syllable or word starts with vowel, a dummy blank consonant @ is required.

In this section, we will first focus on the [a] and [i] vowels, in combination with aksorn klaang as initial letter,
and with or without consonant ending (#2ana tua sakot). Refer to the vowel list. You will find 81 for [a]

(sounds like English —ar-) and 2 for [i:] (sounds like English —ee- or —ea-). Basically, you place vowel
symbols behind and above each consonant symbol respectively. We now have these combinations.

M A | e a1 Ul | an
A 3 9 9 i 1 6

ﬂ’] = crow, raven G] ’] =1. eye(s) 2. Maternal grandfather
]J ’] = to throw or hurl (dart) a r] = father’s younger sibling

al al ol

ﬂ = good G] = to hit, to smash ]J = year(s)

d
333NN Warnayukt Tones

Now, let’s combine these with Tone Marks to get even more sound combinations and of course more words
and more meanings. | will use 11 as example, since that will give the most meaningful words.

Tone Mark Name | Tone (Thai and English) | Thai Script and phonetics | Meaning of the words
- Sidng sdaman “0” v. to throw or hurl
(not assigned) (mid level tone) U paa projectile item (e.g. dart)
Maay ?eck Sidng ?eck “1” ! . n. forest; jungle
1o (low tone) 1 paa
Maay thoo Siang thoo “2” | R n. father/mother’s elder
1% (falling tone) 1 paa sister. “Aunty”, also a term
for addressing elderly lady.
Maay trii Siang trii “3” e ] n. Chinese loan slang for
Y% (high tone) 1 paa father or rich Chinese boss
Maay cattawaa Siadng cattawaa “4” * . n. Chinese loan slang for
gean (rising tone) 1 paa father or rich Chinese boss

*Note that such tone marks and corresponding tone rules only apply to syllables that use Aksorn Klaang as
initial letter. These seven consonants are the only ones that can be assigned with mday trii and mday cattawa
to undergo ALL the possible 5 tones, and that all ‘maay’ and ‘sidng’ correspond accordingly.



Let us now apply the same to the rest of the combination above. We can get more words as following.

v

91 = adj. glaring; dazzling 21 = vocative particle to show affection towards someone

v

@1 = v. to scold 11 = n. shoulder U1 = adj. crazy, mad 5’1 = v. to spread wide open
g

ﬁ = how many (+ unit or classifier) e.g. ﬁﬂ q =v. to tickle or to rob (lit. to point finger/weapon at)

+

‘ij = n. a kind of musical flute ij = adv. onomatopoeic word to emphasize black or dark

*Note the position of tone marks. It is placed on top of consonant and not on the vowel as you always see as
spelt on the phonetic guide of each word, with exception for top vowels such as symbol representing [i].

Now let’s us take a look at consonant clusters.

A A A A A
nan nan nan nan nan
A9 N9 N3 A5 A9

Tone marks are however placed on the second letters 5 a instead of the initial letter despite the fact that they
belong to aksorn tam, while the overall tone of the syllable is still being governed by the initial aksorn klaang.

Now putting 5 a into the above combinations, we form these words.

ﬂéﬁ = adj. courageous, daring v. to dare to ﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁ =n. basket ‘]JEH =n. fish

UJI1=n. ‘bra’ #1371 = n. brand, mark, trademark @]di = Sanskrit loan for three

Before we move on to combining these vowels with final-ending consonants (A2ana tua sakot), let’s
understand the nature of these final-ending consonants and what is meant by Live and Dead Syllables.

First, try saying ‘eng’, ‘en’, ‘em’, ‘er’, ‘el’, ‘hey’ and ‘wow’. Hold onto the sound for few seconds by
sustaining the sound of final letters. Now say ‘tick’, ‘up’ and ‘it’ and try to hold onto the sound for few
seconds by its final consonant. Challenge yourself. Notice that you can barely hold the sound, as ‘k’, ‘p’ and
‘t’are considered as Stop Consonants. They constrict airflow such that the sound stops abruptly.

Syllables ending with sonorant consonants (n, m, ng, y, w, r, I) are said to be LIVE and are usually assigned
with tone marks to alter to different tones. On the other hand, those ending with stop consonants (k, p, t) are
said to be DEAD. They are rarely placed tone mark. The tone is determined mainly by initial consonant class.
Also note that —r and —I endings (3 a) do not exist in Thai Language. They are automatically read as —n or —w.

Meanwhile, 9 @ @ 1 at the back will be read as soft —t ending and 1 1) W W will be read as soft —p ending.

*For syllable ending with vowel (without final-ending consonant) short vowel is dead and long vowel is live.

Dead-Syllable starting with Aksorn Klaang (Middle Class) will automatically be read with sidng Péek, without
having to place mday Peek at all.




Compare the tones of these syllables.

A1 daa A1 daa AN daak | AMA daat | AU daap Ggf’l daa
Az da@?

A9 daap | A9 daay A9 daay

A% daan | A% daan (gf’l% daan

AN daam | AN daam gf’l&l daam

To alter the tone of a syllable that starts with Aksorn Klaang from sidng sdaman into siang ?éek, place the
maay Péek on the consonant symbol or add a stop consonant ending K, p, t to make it a dead syllable.
Alternatively, short vowel that doesn’t end with any consonant (glottal stop) will also gives such low tone.

Below are some words of —aaX pattern, where X stands for final consonants.
ANt = n. stalk 1% = n. plate 8% = v. to read

N3ITAIW = n. board @ =n. stage, level, pass @ = n. side

@1 = V. to resist U = v. to bloom. cls for doors 1% = n. house, home

N1 =v. to spread NaNN = middle N4 = n. fish bone

Q74 = v. to fade N33 = adv. clearly 214 = v. to hire @19 = adj. different

114 = adj. thin art. some 1]19 = to some extent @14 = n. sink, basin 874 = n. to claim

N4 =n. lust N = n. pincer N&14 = n. muscle

17U = to sneeze @4 = cls. for pens or brooms @1 = v. to follow

911N = prp. from v. to part from @M = v. to sun-dry 11 = n. mouth

@@ = n. deck 1@ = v. to get wounded ?31@ = p.n. Trat Province

@1 = n. sword 811 = v. to soak in, to bathe Uu=v.to slay

Short vowels without ending will be read with siang ?eek.

1 QM 1 $11 il L a1

a1
e

1
11 1/
e 1

61
O

ok
¥

1
Az

A1
Ny

Now, refer to the vowel list and note that right-side short vowel sara ?a changes to top short vowel known as
Ifisuanna maay han ?aa kaat. Again, the tone also changes if it is added with sonorant consonant ending.

Like vowel for [i] which is a top vowel, tone marks shall be placed on top of maay han ?aa kaat in the same
manner as it is placed on sara ?ii. Short vowel —a sounds like English interconsonantal ‘-u-’, as in ‘gun’.
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AT  da@d) |ANn dak | @A dat | AU dap
¢3  dap |09 dap e dap
At dan GT W dan Gﬁb dan
AN dam GT N dam (59: d  dam

Note that o3 is not commonly spelt in Thai wards. Normally, a special vowel sign a1 is used which Thai often
regard it as a separate vowel from sara ?a. It sounds like English ‘—um’.

A1 oh e 611 11 i1 an
Al o\ Ml Ml 13 1l a1

Usually 84 is often used for foreign loan words, while 81 is more used for Thai words. Examples:

BAN = Adam 86 = the black one ﬁ]yﬁJW{ = ‘jump’ 31 = remember YW = ‘pump’; gas station

M1 = v. to clench @ =v.to pound in a pestle @1 = adj. low, inferior Usr=v. to grapple

Examples of words in —aX pattern.

N = v. to guard, to protect prn. together, to each other N = to distill

N = v. to obstruct, to barricade A = v. to push against A = adj. blocked n. blockage

%]

Ui

8% = general classifier

1 = v. to spin, to rotate 1t = v. to mold into a figure

%

5% 5% = v. to constrict, to control, to limit 94d = so...

a9 = adj. loud; well-known a9 = conj. as, like 149 = vi. vt. to set up U4 =v. to block, obstruct

an = v. to trap @n = v. to SCoop up (rice or soup) Un=v. to plant (flag pole)

U = prp. with AAY = vi. to return, to move back U =v. to catch, to grip

AU = vi. vt. to extinguish AU = n. liver YU =v. to adjust, to charge fine

AU = adj. stuffy 80 = v. to densely pack Af = v. to perm A6 = v. to cut

16 = v. to bite A = v. to arrange, to organize 198 = v. to eliminate3ANT = v. to deal

Diphthongal Endings: & 1 at the end of a syllable sounds more like vowel —i and —u.

Syllable ending with —y & is the same as ending with —i.

N8 = n. body NNy = v. to turn into N3<1Y = v. to spread I8 = v. to pay
@8 = n. thread f18 = v. to die NI2618 = n. rabbit a8 = n. end
118 = n. afternoon 118 = n. sign, label, mark 818 = v. to feel shy, to be shame of



For the short counterpart —ay (read as —ai), there are altogether 3 possible spellings. a0 la la. Thai

often regard these as separate vowels. Note that the placing of the vowel is to be in front instead.

(%

¢ is rarely used though, mainly in Pali-Sanskrit loan words.

398 = n. research A% n. discipline ) = age class (e.g. infant, teenage, adult, elderly)

VI,E] is the most commonly used among the three. It is called 83zle lduzla sara ai maai malai.
Vl,ﬂ' = n. chicken Vl,ﬂa = adj. far VL‘jJ =v. to go VLEJ = v. to cough (ﬂvafU = n. file (a tool)

Vl,ﬁ = v. feign ignorance mzvl,@ = |ladder UW%VL@ = n. stair VLWLL = where

16 is called &3zla baidu sara ai maai muan. It is only used for about 20 Thai words or so.
1ﬂ§/= adj. near 1’% = n. heart 1% = prp. in, inside 16] = art. any, whatsoever

11J = n. leaf; cls for thin light objects or papers 1ﬁ= n. mute; dumb v. to give hint

**Note that there are some exception in which sara ai 1-1- are read like long counterpart -18.
VL@] = n. kidney vL(?'i = v. to climb, to hike VL@T VL@T%’JD% = Taiwan
BUT o (@T’IEJ) = prp. under, n. south ¥ (&T’IEJ) = n. wood oy (918) = v. waai, to pray

e (@”&1) = v. get, get to, receive e (@T’]El) = modal verb. can, able to, may

Syllable ending with —w 7 is the same as ending with —o or —u.

N7 = n. glue 7

n. step(s) v. to move forward

@17 = n. star(s) 117 = n. bridegroom 8717 = n. gulf 811 = inj. Hey!

For the short counterpart —aw (read as —ao), it takes on totally new shape, L-1. Thai often regard it as

another separate vowel from —¢ vowel. Note that the placement of the vowel is around the consonant

symbol, | before and 1 after the consonant respectively. Note: 97 = ua instead of -aw!

LN = v. to scratch LAN = adj. old (not new) NUM1 = Macau LA = (slang) adj. cool, stylish
L@ = v. to guess 181 = v. to take LU1 = adj. drunk 131 = prn. we, us
L@ = n. heater, oven, stove L6 = n. tortoise, turtle @1 = n. bean curd L@ = n. dice

LUN = adj. adv. soft, gentle 1th 11h = v. to blow L‘]j’l = n. target, aim ﬂszl,fh =n. bag

Note that there are few exceptions where 11 is read like its long counterpart -17.

@* (ﬁ’]’)) =nine  BUT Lﬁﬂg = n. chair(s) Lﬁﬂgﬁmvi = nine chair(s)
ﬁ/’l’JvLﬂ@ﬁ”l’J = walk forward 9 steps

Rahilte e 90 A @ L@ = The 9 old chairs from Macau look quite stylish!

137 = prn. you 13 (HT”IQ) = n. the lord, the god
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Short vowel 8 /a/ takes up many forms. 80 8@ 8U 8% 84 84 81 88 18 18 181 (Also exists as inherent

vowel such as @ Ly 3 N1 /2a-mee-ri-kaa/) But vowels 81 8 8 remain unchanged when followed by consonant.
Words with —iX and —iiX patterns:

(2]
a

N84 = vi. to roll NN= (slang) other love interest

ﬁ% = v. to eat ﬁiﬁ = n. kimchi
2

AU = n. pig’s feet 4 = v. to dip (e.g. into sauce); to poke A6 = psychic “i;]@lsl,ﬁ] = feeling
W= China, Chinese 239 (5\‘1) = real [irregular spelling, unpronounced r] 234999 = serious

(2]

an = (colloquial slang) v. to steal

)

N = v. to peck 7 = adj. tiny, miniature

bg

A6 = onomatopoeia: rat’'s squeak ‘i]"]_l = v. to court, to go after loved one

At =n. soil, earth, land A = v. to struggle A = adj. raw, uncooked, unprocessed

o))}

@ = v. to click with finger, to type, to play piano 2ae (9% @"1@) = n. the past

a

§ = vt. to hit, to beat

3)
b))}

= vt. to criticize = adj. (of eyes) small

b

@ = (colloquial) a term to call Chinese-looking boy @14 = (colloquial slang) n. feet

ala = n. to like, to enthrall, to be fond of

33)
33)

@ = v. to attach, to install; to be addicted to

33)

@a64 = v. to set up, to install @e13 = v. to follow, to keep track of

N32én = n. flask, water bottle

]
=

N32U = n. 1. monkey 2. Sword, Epee “Krabi”

=
Ud = n. Beam

ﬁu = v. to climb

]
A
8

d = ad]. full (after a meal)

(2]
a

un = BIG

‘ﬂ\‘i = v. to toast

N = adv. again, more, some more

=)
chany

% = v. to fly

dn =n. wing

51(]5(1 = n. references

221818 = (I) want some more.

U = v. to squeeze

J=v.to crush, adj. flattened (esp. of nose)

1@ = v. to twist

da = vi, vt. to close

Aksorn Tam Tone Rules

Tone Mark Name

Tone (Thai and
English)

Thai Script and phonetics

Meaning of the words

(not assigned)

Siang saaman “0”
(mid level tone)

u’] naa uqu naan

naa = n. rice field
naan = adv. long (time)

Maay ?eek Sidng thoo “2” ! ) ' R nda = aux. should, ought to
lifen (falling tone) U naa WU naan naan = pn. Naan Province
(long vowel Sidng thoo “2” Naak = p.n. Naang Naak

DEAD syllable)

(falling tone)

u’]ﬂ naak

Maay thoo Sidng trii “3” 4  af ) néa = mother’s younger
1900 (high tone) uf] naa u’]u naan sibling
(short vowel Siang trii “3” na = sentence end particle

DEAD syllable)

(high tone)

w
‘LL:i na ‘LLG] nat

nat = n. appointment




Observe that the Tone Rules are different from the Aksorn Klaang Group.

Siang saaman “0”

Siang 2eek “17

Siadng thoo “2”

Siang trii “3”

Siang cattawaa “4”

The missing tones for Aksorn Tam will be covered by the Aksorn Suting counterpart.

For now, let’s take a look at very commonly used words starting with W 5 a & 2 3.

A A
1% W = prn. this

v

(mid level tone) (low tone) (falling tone) (high tone) (rising tone)
1 V| V)| +
]J’] paa ]J’] paa 1 paa ]J'] paa ]J'] paa
Uz pa 0F ca Tz ca
U paak Uan  plak
1 v
U naa U naa
¥  na U na
NN maak | WU nap

i = art. this (particular one)

) e = adj. stable %9

%14 = Lady, Mrs.

NEWII=n. lemon

T W =v.tosit WS LW

TEY

LYY = v. to rot biin

W = law; legal
%y = adj. soft hy W

Wb Wi = prn. that Wi = art. that (particular one) %L = v. to count

1u=in

%A = a little bit

v
a

W3 = n. finger(s)

wn = prefix. (person)

W18 = master, Mr.

WA = name (formal) %1 = to lead, to bring #1* (ﬁhll) = water, liquid

43T = n. bitter gourd R = n. jasmine

41 = v. to come (81)1 = (for Chinese Thai) grandma

NU* = prn. it, adj. 1. oily 2. fun or exciting 3. Delicious

EJD%IE] = adj. to be certain or sure

VL%J VL%J' = not

ENH

J = n. hole 3
QU QU

418 = widowed

vV

J = v. to know
QU

1 v
%] %] [

ENEVENA IR VRV IS

i (&TWEI) = n. wood, stick

Jan
L]

10

ﬁﬂ = horse

ﬁlﬂ = v. tend to, like to, often

47N = very, much

Wb = v. to engage (marriage)

... maybe?

0@ = v. to tie, to bind
T (EJDEI) = or not, (officially in siang cattawaa, colloquially in trii)
a a

d = v. to have dA = n. knife

= v. to know of; to have heard of



31 = n. mold, fungus 81 = n. donkey v. to say goodbye, to quit, to take a leave
J9=n.nest W =n. railway 9 = n. form 39 = ad]. deserted % = n. shop

89 = n. crate 814 = n. omen 8149 = below 814 = v. to wash 8% = million

30 = n. v. love AN = v. to steal N = n. root 81N = v. to drag 81 = v. to hunt

3@ = n. tight, v. to tighten 86 = shortcut U =to receive, to accept AU = ad]. secret

918e = mourning a:vls = what vl,i' = n. crop field VL%/= without VLE\I' = v. to chase

MY = cls. case 378 378 = severe, harsh N8 = line or pattern Nane = zebra
91 = v. dance (traditional) 81 = classifier for boats a4 = n. interpreter

317 = n. handrail 817 = Laos L& = v. to tell (of what happen)

977 = v. crack, break AN = adj. impolite LARN (L81) = n. liquor, alcohol

84 = n. monkey 81 ?iu 5% = n. tongue 5%’?]‘ =n. lychee ﬁ’lvlf;l = n. longan
U = corner; edge JU=v.to hurry 3@ = v. to iron @139 = n. iron
81 = n. medicine ¢ = n. paternal grandmother i 810N = difficult = A1UN

818 = n. maternal grandmother £i8) ET’]EI = to move, to shift to another place 18 = web

817 = adj. long (length) 89 = still, yet 813 = n. tire, rubber 84 = v. to grill £14

£1 = mix, blend (Thai salad) Eiﬂ = v. to trample 5’1 = vt. to stress on, to emphasis

814 = n. watchman, guard By = adj. crumple 8@ = vt. to force something in

fl = Jeans, genes VLGTQ‘LL = v. to hear 83 = n. gym EII&J 5&1 = v. to smile

219 = v. to shoot EII\‘} = * even more EII\‘} SLﬂE\T EII\‘I L%U £ = Jews, Jewish

1 = Thai measure unit for area 1 =1 conj. (say) that ... 2 v. to reprimand o0

2w /e = impolite particle! 71391 = adj. n. verbal adv. verbally
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M= day(s) 71U = yesterday 1% = aloe vera N

9= palace 14 = v. to put, to place I = adj. to be free, vacant, empty 9
9239 = attention! Careful! Note! 819774 = desolate, isolate, loneness
90 =n. temple v. to measure 1@ = v. to draw (picture)

Qs

238 = n. research AN = n. discipline  JM%e = 1. Perseverance 2. Please come

1 v
a

2 29 = vi. to run 39 AN =n. wig A9 = v. pump, scoop out, to thrown out (water)
77 = n. view, scenery 377 = review M N (1) = n.kite A0

28 = age group VI,’J = quick, agile VL’J' VL’?* = to leave to later timing

Ny Y 718 = v. swim N El‘ii’]* Ny = inj. Scream in fear

171]’:1’1?_1 = heart attack

Initial ng Practice

J1 = n. sesame, n. ivory J1% = n. work, n. event or function 52% = if that’s the case

J14d = beautiful JU = to bite 4@ =v. to force open 11 317 1= pole blade; halberd
137 = n. shadow, reflection adj. shiny ?.IiL\‘]"] = n. idiotic! Childish! W =n nap

e ‘3"3 é”) = n. Chinese opera, wayang (Elux‘i)vl,\‘i = how? 318 418 = adj. easy e

Remember that while middle and low class consonants are read with the same tones in long vowel

without tone mark, they are read differently when combined with short vowel.

A A a4 A = A a a aAa a4
1M 21 a1 @1 U1 U1 o0 NWII I T AT N naaaoda IRNNOIRA
Nz 92 Az o2 Uz Uz az 32 U N 8T 32 AL I naaauds IUNESED

Note that short vowel syllable -¢ that is followed by another syllable will tend to drop its tone back to its

azld aze1 n3zh 29 NITUY VT2 9ENN

ground tone, e.g. @vlﬁ

[ =

=Y Qﬂdq, a A
%oy ERRE UG




The 3 Es

As you know by now, Thai language is rich in vowels. Therefore, it is inaccurate if you stick to your own
convention of spelling what you heard, particularly the ‘e’. Do not assume that all ‘e’s are equal across
different languages. In English, there is no fixed way of pronouncing ‘e’ as the sound of ‘e’ varies depending
on its position in a word. For better and more accurate way to depict sound, stick to IPA, or even better, learn
the Thai script to write Thai.

These sounds (vowels) will be the main focus of this session.

L- L- [e] Japanese, Spanish, Italian ‘e’: te, de, me, que, ke, bento, ei-en, sensei (sen-se:)

(short vowel in Japanese and slightly longer vowel in Spanish)

LL- bb-& [e] English inter-consonantal ‘e’: ten, bed, lent, end, den, in American English.

‘e’ in Greek as in ug, o€ Aeve, Or ‘ai’ in French as lait, plait, mais (Long vowel)

L-2) L-8C  [3] French, Chinese, Malay ‘e’: te, de, me, que, le, ce, je, ne, en, chen

(short vowel in French and long vowel in Chinese)

LN L3 1A e LU 1 e Lib Lt W LE LS 1] L)

The above syllable vowel sounded like [e], ‘e’ in Japanese, Italian and Spanish, and ‘€’ in French. Native
English speaker should be aware of the vowel quality, as this pure vowel doesn’t quite exist in English, as
there is always a tendency towards a diphthong [er] for native English, as well as for Chinese speakers.

Native English is likely to pronounce the above syllables as following.
gay /ger/ jay Idzel/ day /der/ (s)tay /(s)tet/  bay /ber/ pay /p"er/ “A” Jel/

neigh /ner/ may /mer/ yeh /jer/ ray /rel/ lay /let/ way /wei/

On the other hand, the Thais will tend to pronounce the above English words as vice versa.

The above vowel can be shortened by adding — to the back of a consonant that is already attached with L- to

the front. Do not be confused between sound of /ee/ and /a/, but this combined shape L-& gives a single short

vowel sound of /e/. There is no English equivalent for short /e/ without final consonants.

1N 19 L6 L) 11 11 1D
A O A 1 A U A S | A N A a1



Lk $X N L& L9 la 1)
31 S &\ }/ LN Lo 19< lae N

-, like ll- is to be put BEFORE the consonant symbol. However, unlike Ul- which will never be

followed by a final consonant (since it already ends itself with a hidden —y), } — on the other hand can

be followed by a final consonant. Its writing pattern may be a little weird (vowel + initial consonant +

final consonant). V-C1-C2 as opposed to C1-V-C2 you normally spell out.

Just for more fun, try writing the following English words in Thai script and pronounce like Thai.

make /meik/  made or maid /meid/ mate /mert/ date /dert/ late /lert/ weight /wert/
rate /rert/ bait /bert/ game /getm/  gain /gemn/ lane or lain /len/
rain or reign /rein/ wave /weiv/  babe /berb/ grade /grerd/  rail /rexl/

Now read the following words.

1:l:ﬂ L34 = n. bully, tyrant LTLJY = adj. mischievous, tyrannical L = adj. fake
LY = Chinese vegetarian food L9 = Sister L‘lqj = n. haversack L‘ij = adj. lame
LANT = n. time NINLNN = n. pants, trousers ﬂ’]x‘iLﬂx’iI‘l«L = n. underwear
LA = v. to slant LNd = game LINLBN = 1. It's me 2. ourselves
LNENS = adj. obstructive, v. hinder LG = v. to kick LNS = adj. to be crushed, crushed

Lm\ﬂ,"ﬂ = to be considerate

b®7 = n. waist b8 = adj. bad, evil L‘LI_ES'J = n. flame bR = n. mail
L&) = n. Japanese yen 8LN = n. Thai opera Lﬂﬁ = Amy
NG LNJIA = n. Grade LBIN = adj. First, primary, major LYW = Jane
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While an opened [ee€] L- is shortened by adding —< to the back, a closed [ee] L-X is shortened by

adding a special mark called VLSJWL(?’i@Tmaéy tay khuu, to the top of the consonant.
[
L\ - 1% = v. to be, to live, to be alive b8 — LI = adj. cold, cooling

LAb — Lﬁ% ﬂsuﬁu = n. point(s) of a topic ﬂi&ﬁ% = vi. to get thrown off

LA — L&N = adj. fully occupied LeIn - L(ﬁﬂ = n. children (little boys/girls)
LY — LﬁﬁJ = vt. to keep, to collect LAY - L%U = adj. pain, injured

(=3 [~
LAG - LG = seven LAIG - LA = vit. to pluck (i.e. flower or fruit)
e — Lﬁ@ = n. duck LG — L5@1 = one (at last digit of a number)
137 — 137 = adv. fast LU — LU = v. to sew

(=3 ~
LU — 13U = n. web, website LAT — LA = adj. small

~ ~
LNG — LUR = n. seed, cls. for tablets LN — LAY = v. to aim at

(=3 (=3 =3
L3 — L3 — JELIJ = n. cancer LW — LB = n. tendon

LA WA L6 LU LY L L L LLE) LS LLA LD

The above syllable vowel sounds close to [es] as in English ‘-air’ or ‘-are’. For syllable ending with final
consonant, perhaps you may want to read like English inter-consonantal ‘a’ as in bad /baed/ instead of bed
/bed/, but with mouth opening less broadly.

English speaker tend to pronounce the above as following.
(s)care /(s)kea*/ dare/ dea*/ tear /t"eo*/ bear /bea*/ (S)pare /(S)pea*/ air /ea*/
(s)nare /(s)nea*/ mare/ mea*/  yeah /jea*/ rare /rea*/ lair /lea*/ wear /wea*/

The ways of shortening the vowel is the same way as you did for [ee].

15



LA LT WAE WRE LU e was

LLUE LLUE LNE LS LWAT Llae LI

Remember the DEAD syllable rules.

LbN = prn. you LA = adj. old LN = v. to dismantle, n. sheep WA = v. to loosen
WAY = n. cheek WA = n. glass LAY = n. soup, gravy LLﬂ_ﬁ’d = v. to tease
L3 13 ua Lan = v. to distribute Ul = adj. splendid, excellent

WA UII WA =v. to inform LAy = v. to mingle with

LL@ L@ anN = v. to eat (slang) Wa® = n. sunlight & = n. land W@y = red
LG e = conj. but e = v. to touch  LL@N = vi. to break, to shatter into pieces
LWAJ = n. melon Wad = n. point, score ANWAW = n. grasshopper

LU = v. to open (hand) W] WUY = n. design, pattern LLUN = v. to carry on the back

wd  wue wde uwuw  uiw* Wit = v. to divide among W19U% = to share

| = v. to translate wia  uwdan = adj. strange LLad = n. plot (of land)

39 = v. n. brush wid3% = inj. Elephant's trumpet  13uLllay

wl  wd wde=v. to paste e = eight ws  udy wide=n. powder

W W8 Wd WAL = v. to hide, be secretive WO LAY WO LEI KDY
bbb b = adj. sure W3 = v. style, way Wbl = v. to attach
Wibe LWz = v. to introduce, to recommend, to advise

L Ll = n. mother wil = conj. although Ld73 =cat WU = adj. dirty, stained

win  wu9 = damn! LWdd = n. insect LN = adj. like gentleman

16



183] I = adj. terrible  LLan = v. to split wee = adj. a lot  waNLeeE = v. to distinguish

9] LLY = n. minerals W3IZ  I® = n. rhinoceros WIN = ad,j. first

L339 = n. energy, strength, power adj. strong, powerful WIN = n. night

LA = v. stare at L& LAN = v. to change with

LLmJ??u = v. to stick out tongue ILae = and

WIE = v. to drop by 249 = v. to be suspicious b7 ijL’J”J LA = n. sight

However, when there is tone marks put onto a consonant already with special mark called VLSJWLGiﬁT maay tay
khtu (short vowel with final consonant ending) it is no longer possible to differentiate between long or short

vowel since the tone marks will totally displace the vl,ﬁyl,@i@j/ maay tay khuu.

N I A A KNI S SR T S T

Y L8 LAY LY LE B9 189 199 189 199

STNARNSTN IS TSI AN IS I e sde w9 e s

O LGt LEI% LG LG WG LA LAY LG LT
% LA LAY LAY LG AT LAY LAY LAY LT
BN LEN LAY LAY W% LAY LA LA

W L% LW L% TRVLYRRTEY CYRRTR VST TOYE!

LAY LAY WA wed 199 139 1S9 159 weSe
N VB % LA W% W% WA WU

139 19 L3@ wou Wau wau WAN AN WINn

17



-8 surrounds the consonant just like the L-1 we have come across in the previous session.

1N 132 A3 Lma LWa ta 1aa 1RDNU
1Ua LN N8 Lada 198 Lad L)Y aclia

These vowels sound like Chinese or French ‘e’, and also exist in English, in long vowel as in —er- such as her
/ha:/, computer, or German /dzo:man/ or waiter /werta:*/, and shorter counterpart exists as schwa as in “a” /o/ ,

“the”/ 8o/ and about /abaot/. To shorten the vowel, also add -¢ to the back.

IPlae Ldacllde ldaciae laae Liiae Lihae

Perhaps, at first you may have misread these vowels as t» - a¢ sometimes. But don’t worry.

Short vowel for L-8 as in b-8% is rarely seen in Thai language.

When followed by a final consonant, the vowel totally changes its shape to have one frontal part and one top
part, leaving a space for final consonant to be added directly to the back of initial consonant. There is no
distinction between long or short vowel, and is usually treated as a Long VVowel.

LNa + % LN = excessive INa + @ LAa = born, birth

L@@ + U LAN = previous, origin, start point L@@ + W LAW = to walk

L@ + N LGN = v. to fill up LA + @ 1a azlla = v. to violate; to infringe

Wwa + n 1dn = v. to reimburse Wwa + @ tia 321 = v. to burst, to explode, n. bomb
e + @ e = v. to open LD + % LI 6Ll = v. to proceed

98 + % LIW* = n. money; silver WD + 1 LN Uz = v. to assess, to evaluate
130 + 58 5150 = v. to initiate 188 + N LAN = v. to stop, to quit

e wA WU A

*With exception for ¢ ending which forms a diphthong /a:i/, it forms a totally new shape of L-2J, with L-
before the consonant symbol and & right behind. In other words, & totally displaces . Please really be careful.

/o:il is not written as 188 but as 19®, and 1ov is read as /o:i/ instead of /e:i/ (not exist in Thai).

0y LBy LY 198 LAY LENZlgy 1Y 9LAY 138 18 LI LT LAY LTE LaLNY IS WY I
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Aksorn Suung (Stop aspirated Consonants)

1
6].' vl:GlI kh3s khay =eqg

(Other literatures, especially meant for native English speakers, tend to label this as ‘k’ instead of ‘kh’. IPA
symbol is k™. It is exactly same as English ‘k’ in ‘king’, and it is close to k’ in Pinyin. However, when used

as a final consonant, it is not aspirated and it sounds exactly like )

*Cll 6].' ’) ﬂ kh3s khuat = bottle

(Same as U but already obsolete in Modern Thai)

a
a Q\'l chdo chin = cymbal

(IPA symbol is actually ‘t". It sounds closer to English ‘ch’ /ff/. It is close to ‘ch’ and ‘q” in Pinyin.)

ﬂ q \1 thdo thun = sack

(IPA symbol is “t™. It sounds exactly like English ‘t” It is close to ‘t” in Chinese Pinyin. However, when used
as a final consonant, it is not aspirated and it sounds exactly like $1)

4
N N '0 ph3s phin = bees

(IPA symbol is ‘p™. It sounds exactly like English ‘p’ It is close to ‘p’ in Chinese Pinyin.)

ANAR

(IPA symbol is ‘f’. It sounds exactly like English ‘f* It is close to ‘f” in Chinese Pinyin.)

ﬁ L a a S50 sua =tiger

(IPA symbol is‘s’. It sounds exactly like English ‘s’ It is close to ‘s’ and ‘x’ in Chinese Pinyin. However,
when used as a final consonant, it sounds exactly like §1)

ol
M M ]—I hdo hiip = case, box

(IPA symbol is ‘h’. It sounds exactly like English ‘h’ It is close to ‘h’ in Chinese Pinyin.)

19



Aksorn Tam (Stop aspirated Consonants)

ﬂ ﬂ ’J ’] ﬂ khoo khwaay = buffalo

(Other literatures, especially meant for native English speakers, tend to label this as ‘k’ instead of ‘kh’. IPA
symbol is k™. It is exactly same as English ‘k’ in ‘king’, and it is close to k’ in Pinyin. However, when used

as a final consonant, it is not aspirated and it sounds exactly like )

* m ﬂ u kh3s khon = people

(Same as f1 but already obsolete in Modern Thai)

74
6ﬁ 6ﬁ’] 0 choo chaan = elephant

(IPA symbol is actually ‘™. It sounds closer to English ‘ch’ /. It is close to ‘ch’ and ‘q’ in Pinyin. However,
when used as a final consonant, it is not aspirated and it sounds exactly like 1)

V] V] w ’] 5 thoo tha-hdan = soldier

(IPA symbol is ‘t™. It sounds exactly like English ‘t’ It is close to ‘t” in Chinese Pinyin. However, when used
as a final consonant, it is not aspirated and it sounds exactly like §1)

W W ’] u phoo phaan =tray

(IPA symbol is ‘p™. It sounds exactly like English ‘p’ It is close to ‘p’ in Chinese Pinyin. However, when
used as a final consonant, it is not aspirated and it sounds exactly like 1)

W N
u foo fan = teeth

(IPA symbol is ‘f*. It sounds exactly like English ‘f” It is close to ‘f” in Chinese Pinyin. However, when used
as a final consonant it sounds exactly like 1)

‘I 1
sﬁ Gﬁ 599 860 = chain

(TPA symbol is‘s’. It sounds exactly like English‘s’ It is close to ‘s’ and ‘x’ in Chinese Pinyin. However, when

used as a final consonant, it sounds exactly like 1)

g UNTN o on

(IPA symbol is ‘h’. It sounds exactly like English ‘h’ It is close to ‘h’ in Chinese Pinyin.)
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Duplicate Rare Consonants (mainly for Pali-Sanskrit Loan Words)

-4
m 5 nglI 0 khoo ra-khany = bell (exactly like 1)
a\l L m a choo choo = a kind of tree (exactly like f)
j; Gﬁ :j j; f] doo cha-daa = royal headdress (exactly like §1)
(- %4
z ]J gjz ﬂ too pa-tak = a kind of spear (exactly like 61)
§ § ’] u th3s thian = base (exactly like €1)
%4 I
m pq\_! L m f] thoo phiiu thaw = old man (exactly like 1)
GV] 3\' mim thoo mon-thoo =Monthoo (exactly like 1)
m Lm 5 noo neen = novice monk (exactly like 1b)
5 5 0 thoo thoy = flag (exactly like 1)
ﬂ ES’] Lﬂ ’] phoo sdm phaw = Chinese junk (exactly like W)
Fi Fi’] a ’] 3o sda laa = shrine (exactly like &)
al
]:'I’ q H S35 ri sii = sage; hermit (exactly like &)

W Qq W’] 150 cui laa = kite (exactly like )
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In this session, we are introduced the remaining consonants. The aspirated stop consonants (those
phonetically labeled with h) belong to Aksorn Suung (high consonant group) as well as Aksorn Tam
(low consonant group). Each phoneme is represented orthographically by Low-High consonant pair, i.e
[kh] @ - 2, [ph] W — W, [f] W — &, [th] n — 0. Unlike Aksorn klaang which can take up all 4 tone marks to
produce all 5 tones. The consonant pair ‘cooperates’ by ‘division of labor’. Aksorn Suung will be used
to spell syllables of tones 1-2-4, while Aksorn Tam will be used to spell syllables of tones 0-2-3. The

tone 2 will be shared by both, meaning that there are 2 possible ways of spelling.
First, let us compare the tone rules between the aksorn suung and aksorn tam.

Aksorn Suting Tone Rules

Tone Mark Name | Tone (Thai and Thai Script and phonetics Meaning of the words
English)
- Siang cattawaa “4” legs
(not assigned) (rising tone) U khaa
Maay ?eck Siang ?e¢k “1” 1 . Galangal
Ifien (low tone) U khaa
(long vowel Sidng ?eck “1” . 1. to be torn apart
DEAD syllable) (low tone) UG khaat 2. to be lack/deprived of
(short vowel Sidng thoo “1” 1 i 1 i - To polish, to brush
DEAD syllable) (falling tone) UG knat UL khap |- 1odrive
Maay thoo Sidng thoo “2” vt e A ‘I or ‘me’
15%Tn (falling tone) U khaa U khaan
Aksorn Tam Tone Rules (Revision)
Tone Mark Name | Tone (Thai and Thai Script and phonetics Meaning of the words
English)
- Sidng sdaman “0” To be lodged in
(not assigned) (mid level tone) ©1 khaa
Maay ?eck Siang thoo “2” ! R ! R - Value, price, cost, fee
iien (falling tone) P11 khaa N khaa - to kill
(long vowel Siang thoo “2” R 1. to expect
DEAD syllable) (falling tone) P116] khaat 2. to wear (a belt)
Maay thoo Sidng trii “3” ¥ P4 ) - To sell, to trade
17T (high tone) P11 khaa AN khaan |- disagree with
(short vowel Sidng trii “3” o . o~ ) To select, to filter, to
DEAD syllable) (high tone) P1Z kha P16 khat screen

Tone rule for Aksorn Suung is similar to that of Aksorn Klaang. Its main special property is that it begins with
siang cattawa (tone 4, rising tone) even without putting maay cattawaa. In order to change to producing the
tone 0, we will have to switch to use its Aksorn Tam counterpart. Another difference is that, Aksorn Suung is
not able to produce Siang Trii or Tone ‘3’. (To put in English terminology, High Class consonants <Suung>
do not produce high tone <siang trii>. Low Class Consonants <Tam> do not produce low tone <siang eek>.
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That is the reason I choose to avoid using the terms “High” and “Low” when describing the tone rules, but
rather use Thai words.) In order to produce siang trii ‘3’, we will have to switch to its tdm counterpart and add
maay thoo onto the top of that counterpart letter, whereas we can simply put maay trii onto Aksorn Klaang to
produce siang trii ‘3’.

For quick comparison of tone rules, refer to this table.
(For easier comparison, maay cattawa is not put into comparison. Anyway, maay cattawaa is seldomly used
in Thai words, but mainly in loan words and onomatopoeia.)

Conditions Mid-Class High-Class Low-Class
(klaang) (suung) (Tam)
No Tone Mark Siang Saaman ‘0’ Siang Cattawaa ‘4’ Siang Saaman ‘0’
(LIVE Syllable) (Mid Tone) Rising Tone (Mid Tone)
Maay Eek Siang Eek ‘1’ Siang Eek ‘1’ Siang T"oo 2’
(Low Tone) (Low Tone) (Falling Tone)
Maay T"o0 Siang T"oo <2’ Siang T"oo <2’ Siang Trii 3’
(Falling Tone) (Falling Tone) (High Tone)
No Tone Mark Siang Eek ‘1’ Siang Eek ‘1’ ‘3’ with short vowel
DEAD Syllable (Low Tone) (Low Tone) ‘2’ with long vowel
Siang saaman “0” Siang ?eék “17 Siang thoo “2” Siang trii “3” Siang cattawaa “4”
(mid level tone) (low tone) (falling tone) (high tone) (rising tone)
V|

1 paa ‘]Jf] paa s'ﬂf] paa ﬂ'] paa
f pak ﬁvr]eﬁ kaat

]Jf] paa

1:[:’] naa
UINP naak U na

Revision of [a] [i] [e][€] [] vowels, using the new consonants just introduced in this session

At = adj. itchy, cls. for cars and spoons °11°‘I°LL Tgu = n. steps ﬂzu = squash

2% }AY% = rooster coo WUIBU= n. competition 10 = water dipper

29 = vt. to lock up, to imprison V4 19 274 = beside, side 111114 = siding with
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@4 = n. chin @19 @19 = vi. withstanding, holding onto WM"Y = dew A19AN = bat
VN3 = tangerine 1Y TN = vi. to cross  TINRZNIU bridge PIUNZLA sea
é1 = n. word(s) f1 = night @1 = to support AR’ = tanned 91 = to giggle

AU = ad;j. tight-fit U = vt. to drive AU = vt. to hold in mouth @YU = centipede

AU AU QAU VAU @I = n. stain A9 = n. rake

& _ o
PR = v. fear VRN = adj.coward AW = v. crawl ARy = stock
las who a1 to spit out LRI beard k! fishy
(2 egg M8 |net 127 knee 217 news
Ik fever fing camp 12N enter 7717 rice
AaY | resemble 0 he/she
Fl"ﬂ towind 178 | to sell w1 | horn; hill {117 white
AAANL = to oppose @Y = adj. conflicting TN AUAUIUN
37191 = n. price ANUNE = trading WAk = v. to improve, to edit, to rectify
Ta'ld laida @xang = n. net 1"A8 = to camp  1nla 29178919778

lasaelaln w917 W 11117 77N T2 WDV
CTRtValal SRk NN UT WA NUTD WA AUAIUD
LN (g]‘lh’l Auwt11 nuliann

121 A1Q WDNYA LIA1 TU NIzUL ke Llata N ana(ld) e nsznukn
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91 =n.tea, adj. numb ¥ T = adv. slow

27 2181 = n. called name, nickname 831 = v. jealous  W19IA

1 v
% (% 2 [

T = adj. steep TW T = n. level, layer, floor au* = prn. |, me v. to eat (for monk)

1% = n. porch, balcony  T1UT181 = n. platform

1
> >

P4 = v. hate 03

vt. to weigh 179 919* = such a; n. technician Ty = elephant

#1471 91 = bruise F41 B3z = vt to clear, to pay, to settle

7740 = bowl, dish 1 a1 buin=v very cooling &

7N = v. to draw, to pull out n3eTIN = v. to jerk an 21N = n. scence
TU N32TU = v. fit closely au 27U TA = adv. clearly T@La = obvious

P16* (T19) = n. 1 nation 2 lifetime (religious)

i = n. victory 1% = correct 14 = v. to use
18 = adj. male P18 T AE = to iluminate, to screen
TIURIA = beach  TIYLLAY = land boundary TIENZLA
111 = n. log L1 = to rent, to lease N32LT7 = n. basket
o173 = prefix. people of LT* = adv. early, morning 217 a1 = v. to wither

1% = adv. to be on time, manage to catch on U Nunnule = immediately

N = to eat, to drink YiNw* = prn. you, honorific address of a person

U ®2¥N% = v. tremble 314 = n. base Nk = n. coal, battery

¥ ¥ 119 = both, all, despite 149 = n. way 009 NYE0NN = n. pot
i1 = v. to do, to make ly = why ¥9% = to work

51 = n. cave NN YN = midst of D14 = v. ask A1DNY = n, question
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1 = vt. to spread w9 NL148) NN ME  MATNNULAA

11 = n. stance, post; port, harbor ¥If 0N = if fNW1IN = in the case of

M (1N9) =slave D@ =tray 1@ 0@ =next oAk "N =togreet N8

on = v. to weave ¥ = v. to topple on NUNAN = n. ruby
gﬁuﬂvw = military base lne = Thai la =to plough 18 = to redeem i[5
18 = v. to guess  §iN8 = vt. to photograph, to copy ¥ing ¥ = n. end 39l

11N = adj. grey Lo L0 = ash L¥i1 = equal L& = old L¥N* = feet 10N = n. vine

N1 = v. to bring along (someone) to somewhere wld wian W’]L"IJ’]&I’]“?]I‘I?L

N1 = v. to split open W1 =n.cloth W1 W1 =n.cliff #1a@a = surgery LOUNA
Wi = thousand, v. to tie up Nib W% W1 = v. to pass W

WU = vt. to fold NN = n. picture Wa = n. v. fan HA = V. to stir-fry

WA® = vt. to have missed WD = n. vegetables W1 = n. forehead

WN = v. to relax, to rest WINY = v. to voice over N1 = n. part, division male
A8 = n. danger 1556l = bamboo I = n. playing cards

W18 = n. pie v. to row boat WL = to be defeated LKW1 = to burn LKW1 = tribe
t = to violate, to force one’s way through i = adj. blue Hr=n.lid Jadn
W9 = vt. to listen Bji‘l = vt. to bury {9 = n. shore, side W19 = n. straw, hay

Wik = n. teeth, v. to slash dih=n. v. dream 1@ = v. to whip  #1@ = adj. rough
Wn = n. melon W1 = the other side N W1n = v. to deposit; on another’s behalf

16l = n. facial mole 'l = n. fire, light v = electric WA Tlew = expectation

b = n. dam, dike ¢ = n. side, party e = n. cotton
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W wh Eh

/b f = v. to shake, to vibrate

132874 = v. to coordinate AR =

v

q9 89 = v. to order ]9

R4 = vt. to clear, to sette gl

& &8 = wool 87 = adj. |
m(ﬂm{ﬁ = v. to splash water
§@1 (@) =n.animal &N &N

YN = n. remains, ruins, debris GI?WGIj’m

137U (BU) = v. to know, to be informed

TU = v. to absorb NI (61311) = asset §1

1& = v. to shove la = adj. clear

#&8 = n. character (of a person); a habit
N3¢ (P18) = n. sand
i1 = pillar  va v
®173 = n. young (of woman) ad;. girl
fIz bR 8181 il
a1 = (collog.) comical #1 = DAMN!
%% = v. to turn around

Wk W% = n.goose WK  W1T

#IN WIN W = v. to forbid 19

328N = n. nerve

818 = v. to shake

TULE3 = Saturday

A = vt. to slice

W1 = v. to look after, to tend, to keep a look

&% = adj. short JU@ = peace FWHNIN

n. court ®17 = n. substance

&3 (E:IUN) = vt. to build, to create, to construct

v

i1 61 =v. to repeat RN = three

mportant &1139* = success
197811 = n. castle
N = v. to wash (clothes)

= adj. repetitive

R1U = v. to curse NZLARIU = n. lake

v. to chop AWY = n. lexicon, vocab.

VL§ = intestine

1gi

vt. to put, to wear
87¢e = v. to depend on o = size
918 = left &1 = n. line adv. late
&1 L3N (L§0) = sad

AURNI = v. to go after a girl

91 1 H1 §2e1e = adj. clean

a i1 = five g1 ¥ = v. to look for
‘ﬁzu

to divide 21%173 = n. food

n. tail %14 = adv. far #149 = n. store, mall
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BN = conj. if WN = vt. to break off %@ = vi. to train, to learn to A1a = beach
18 = vi. to be lost, to disappear N8 = vt. to lose Wy A (ﬁ’m)
NITAY = thirst Wed = to recover wela = to breath 13wy = stunned with fear
la = High n 1w 9 = to give (and many other usage)

#11 WI1 W11 LA = n. lice 11 = v. to bark Y1 181R = house

a °TJI = v. to ride °TT = n. faeces; n. waste (used to form adjective words)
?Ta’lsl = adj. shy ?Tmmﬂ = adj. coward ?TINI% = easily upset

ﬁl = odd number Aa = v. to think U@ = v. to draw a line, n. limit

AfU =clip AU 94 = n. ginger 54 = cream 7 = queue A" fn = eyebrow

3 3@ = n. life T2 = n. soul WNT = n. nun °§= v. to point at 5', = urine

29 = to. inject an = vt. to tear 21TN = n. profession T = chip

Falna = near, close to Taeng = stick to the left $1 % $1 4o

A8 = familiar with F  Bw T =cls. piece

3 =to grab away 89 = n. cymbal $3 %991 = n. swing

el 9% T99ia Tl 3919 = n. kangaroo T = vt. to taste

1 = cls. time(s) “7‘{ = prp. at, n. place, prn. that, which ‘ﬁy ﬁl = frequency

v

fiv =team 9N =Tim 9% =v.topierce "4 NI 99 = vt. to dump

i 0w 0O = territory AN (17 1a) = n. view
el (N9) fifn4 = direction WWanfiag = Sunday AW DU = vi. to kick
] ‘P’ W = n. elder sibling H= ghost
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W9 = v. to lean WIS = v. to lean against wall L§INY = heater

WUW = v. to print  A@ = wrong W = poison W = Pizza

WIN = spice WAN = to turn over to opposite side (of hand or paper)

WILA NITWIV = v. to blink N2 = n. surface; skin

b § = four & = n. color v. to brush S?TI = cls. for teeth % = to die, dead

TN = portion ¢ = to turn pale  TU = n. zip NITTU = v. to whisper §U = ten

&ND (8@) = n. right, privilege 8% =n. property &% & =v. to end

¥ v
[

RUTN = to pass away, to die  Jal..N9F®  NIWSAU (TUFW)

dail (Fw) = arts @a (8) = n. (Buddhism) precepts 82 = n. pimples
8 Ho=n. thing 89 %9=v. to accelerate 8911 = August VIWARY

# = n. vagina ‘ﬁi ‘17? § = horse’s sound

AU = n. box, case ¥ = n. stone #7 = hungry ‘ﬁl’a ‘ﬁy’a = v. to hold, to carry
NNLYW = n. cross  LUH = n. zone 16 = to be satisfied, to learnt one’s lesson
LAa Lﬂ_ﬁ@ﬁu = secret recipe LAN = n. cake AN = adj. salty

1% = n. needle, pin N = adj. intense, concentrated NS = adj. determined
D% = v. to push (cart) LA8 = aux. to have ever, used to be L8 = in-law

1% = v. to blush, to feel shy WU =n. arm WUN = n. guest; Indian or Muslim
WALARW = in shortage of Wy = adj. solid, hard 129 = to compete GiS|

WA = only this  1naue \F@ = check 1Wuda = n. lighter

% LE% LW = such as T%  1F@ = vt. to wipe 18 = adj. old-fashion
L2¢) = to be non-responsive La8LNe = v. to be different, unconcerned, passive
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adj. damp; wet LD = v. to leave in a state, to freeze TG AT

by bbade

W9 WBY = v.tocurse WEY LT = please, to invite 139 L1Ta  Lzay

L = vt. to pour m‘v{ﬂ N8N LY = adj. cool, smart, stylish

LW = n. deva N e = adj. false, untrue WU* = tape  INWLAD 1119939
187 L Wi = adj. genuine L% = v. to represent, to replace, to make alternative
Lmu‘ﬁ(ﬁlz) = instead of WYin* = n. a platform, a stand W

LN = to impale, to pierce Yi9* = cls. for pencils, etc W9 = to abort baby

LOd = v. to give something in addition (may be good or bad thing)

LLD* = row; premise N3zWNnN = to bang, to crash, to collide LLNYU = aux. almost
WOy LDd = prn. you NZLNY = n. transvestite UWLA19 = n. entertainment

NS LW =v.tostare  LWY  LWAY = n. song WK LR = V. to flee LW
LD (Lﬁ@]) = n. diamond LH® = adj. spicy LI = adj. expensive [I8AN

LW = n. plan 29LKNK = v. to plan UKW = cls. piece  UKWAK = land

e tdale= v. to expose, to disclose Lavun=to keep in secret

s = loved one  UvLLWL LWaa = v. to be off-guard

LWRALWAY = v. to enjoy  LWAY = n. flame, fire LW = to increase LWULGN= additional
L = to walk in an unstable manner (especially when drunk)

- =) . P~ =~ [
LR L®WI = military L&Y = n. liberal LRININ = freedom  LDULBBY = n. sensor
&% LW LW = line(s) L% L&N = to cast spell BN LBND = adj. sexy

L&@ (LA) = n. small fraction, remains Lﬁ_%ﬁ] (L§@1) = v. to finish, to complete 1Ie = set
L§W = v. to consume LW = ‘safe’

SILEWAA = n. drug abuse 1T = to be sick of, to be frustrated
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NIZULE = trend

&Y = n. light

L&Y = hundred thousand L&l = Sam

LoU = adj. delicious

88 = v. to comb up LRQ

A% LA = to have seen

L&
1@ (119) — L7 = n. mushroom

LAY WA* = of  WIAY = adj. dry
LWAN = v. to violate against, to break open

LA2 = valley J¢LR8 = to evaporate

#19LRY = v. to be distant from

W& = v. to interfere

WL&® = indigo

1321833 = perfect

AL

31

les = n. whip

LlLegd = v. to overtake

WAL = sharp pain, sarcastic

e = v. to tease, to make fun of

\RU  L§3¥ = to add on
WAL = n. lice (in dog or animals)
RN (81 L@) = n. cause, reason
WAILAY = ad]. arid, desert-like
wwnUIn = v. to shout WA = to hac
A8 LD = to be obsessed with LA

LBy



The 2 Os

T,— I—Zﬁ [0] Japanese, Spanish, Italian, ‘o’ and French —eau and inter-consonantal ‘o’

Japanese: Tomoko, motto, chotto, koto, kokoro, kimono

French: 1’eau /lo/, beau /bo/, au, aux /o/ dos /do/, gateau /gato/, tot /to/

-2 -1 [0] English —aw and —or- : or, awe /o:/ born /ba:n/ caught /ko:t/ sort /so:t/ law /lo:/

English inter-consonantal ‘o’ : hot, lock, song, rob, Bob, Tom

11 12 1@ s Tu 1 1a
T9 Tg 1115 T 1a 10
1A T T In W I g

The above syllable vowel sounded like [0], ‘0’ in Japanese, Italian and Spanish, and ‘eau’, ‘au’ and ‘6’ in
French. Native English speakers and Chinese speakers should take note of the vowel quality, as this pure
vowel doesn’t quite exist in English, as there is always a tendency towards a diphthong /ou/ for a native
British English speaker and /ou/ for a Chinese speaker.

English speakers may tend to pronounce the above as below, while Thai may tend to read these as above.
go /govl, Joe /dzau/, doe /dau/, (s)tow/(s)tov/, bow /bauv/, po /pav/, Oh /av/

yo /yau/ no, know /nov/ row /rav/, mow /mau/, low /lav/, woe /waul

(Mos)cow /kaul, show /[av/ so, sow /sau/, toe, tow /tau/, po /pau/ foe /fau/, hoe /hau/

Meanwhile Chinese speaker may tend to read the above as these words, all set to first tone of pinyin

W, R, ', #, W, . B, MG, #,0H, #, B O, b, W fa, 3 M 5
o o W W 1 Tuwdala la o5 @ In 1o Iw

Like vowel for [e], vowel for [0] is also a frontal vowel, and is position in the same way as you would spell
for —e- words, in VC1C2 format.

In  +3  =1n3 (cheat) 1a 5 = 125 (robber)

Koo +q = koong coo + r =coon

The [o0] can be shortened to [0] in a similar way to the other we have learned previously, by adding -z to the
back of the consonant symbol.
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M W T W Ty W a8
W 1w W 1s W w8
Tn: 1Rz ez ITne Tur T Tas
T Tgr  Tuz 15y Tur g lae

la  laz In Iny 1d:

However, short vowel of [0] in a form of 1< is rarely seen in Thai words (mainly to write Pali-Sanskrit
Loan words, or more commonly used to write Japanese names). Perhaps the only one common single
syllable word that you will see would be 16 (table). Short vowel is more common with ending
consonants. Its appearance is rather special one, because the vowel does not appear at all! Any 2
consonants, except for @ 8 3 7 at a second position, will be read together as if there is a hidden [0]

between them. Alternatively, you may first write the long [o] first, then remove it to form short vowel.

1a +y = lay (attack) ¥ (to sink, to immerse) law@ ﬁ]&li{’l
coo +m = coom CM = com
lu  +n  =lun un lua uq
boo +k =book BK =bok boot BD = bot
(to wave) (land) (to digest, to mash)

Tone Marks will be placed on top of the first letter of the consonant pair.

AEVIRE A F VRN o PV . NW N N
Uh Uu U Un  Uw 1w
AU AU Gu DUG W U U
S SR (VR (1 AT AR &
SV PV £ Tan  lau  lau
AN 8 Al Ak 8 A
Rt U FURME Y Is9 139 159
Wi ONW WW WA Tag  las 189
Al A% Au s lag  1ad
Wk A% Th WO W
7Y UREZ P VIR VIV 39 90 U

33



DEAD syllable rules still apply for this vowel.

v

9 NU 9@ AU 3990 Ut NIZAN 81AN
P OBU TI TALTY 5@ 1

Taa law eu  law @ AU AN A

A9 AU WU
lsa o0 an

o Nl B9

daw Un  uw  un UL Uvegy 1k Wi 1Ae we

W en 1@ lan M 0 @ I

IN N6 \l

Ton  on v HeN Lo gwd 29 2% laIusw 8
UG AIUN LU W W lww L Iiw lide
las 2w 2981 land (laq) a1 ¥ NN %o

anisn lunge BND 1035

WN

N3Ny
6
VIR
31
Taaan

Wi

7 10w 130 uzLSs

anlnwld loadloasne

L-R Consonant Clusters will appear as triple letter but phonemically function as two.

©33 = adj. straight

Nady = adj. round N3N = n, department N33 = n. cage NIk = v. snore
ki(o)m kr(o)m kr(o)p kr(o)n

nIa =n.acid  1aa = vt. to free 131 = v. to clap

kr(o)t plot prop tron

New diphthongs can also be formed by adding & and 7 to the back of long vowel 1- [00], to become

[00i] and [oou] However, there are only long diphthongs. These diphthongs formed cannot be

shortened. Therefore, as previously mentioned, 2 consonants, will be read together as if there is a

hidden [0] between them except for 8 & 1 7 at a second position, since the diphthongs [oi] and [ou] do

not exist in Thai.

Examples In  +8 lng BUT NOT
Koo +y kooy (kooi)
ln +2 1o BUT NOT

Koo +w koow (koou)

ne

koi DOES NOT EXIST!

7

kou DOES NOT EXIST!

lus = vt. towhip  tuadu = vi. to fly #A7lwe = v. to suffer from hunger

lag = prp. by, I@]&l‘ﬁ such that Iﬁﬂ = v. to spread.

2lyg = n. thief v. to steal LN °TT°1113J£1 ?’aﬁﬂ%ﬂ = child who steals and lies
158 = v. to sprinkle 1&g Lazazligng A3y 18¢

ﬂ_’i’]ﬂIﬁ]’J = Guangzhou 137lan = Cao Cao 1o (IGIJ’J) = Seoul I‘U’Jﬁl\‘l Bowling

Diphthong 1ais mainly used to write foreign name but does not appear in native Thai words.
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About the symbol 2

Up to this point, we have seen the usage of this ‘consonant’ symbol as a ‘blank consonant’ for writing words
that start with vowels. This same symbol is also used as a ‘vowel” symbol for the long [2:] vowel. To simply

put, this symbol takes a role as a consonant when it stands in an initial position, 8 - or 8 - - while it also
behaves as a vowel when positioned at a medial position (in a 3 blocks of consonant symbols) - & - or final

position (for 2 blocks of consonant symbols) - 8, with consonant clusters being considered as 1 block.

an na 2 fa 24 J8 29 8 aty 3'0a)
20k koo 20k  khoo 207 1noo 20t € 0Ny
a6 fa an na al "Wa a2y Ua an W8
20t doo  ?0t  thoo 0" noo  20p boo 20p  phoo
24 EN) ar |8 NI] T a8 B3] 273 38
20m moo 0t Sdd 20t coo  ?0n  loo N roo

(This exercise above is a good practice of familiarizing with initial and final consonants of each symbol!)

Putting the products of inversion of symbols together, we form the new set of syllables below.

na A2 ¥ 2 8a M N2 Ua Ua Wa ua da
U2 a8 52 U Ha ma Ya wa 12 wa via aa

Yes, now it is the right time to switch our focus to another vowel —®. This vowel is exactly what we

all started with, when we started learning the consonants koo kay khdo khay. All Thai abbreviations
will rhyme with this vowel [o:].

For native English speaker, this should be easier to pronounce compared to the previous vowel [0]. This vowel
is usually spelled in English as —aw, or inter-consonantal —or- or the final -ore and —ought / -aught.

*Note that inter-consonantal ‘o’ in English, phonetically /o/ is heard by Thai speaker as short / 5 / sound while
‘or’ is heard as long /o:/ as in shot /fpt/ to be /tc">t/ and short /fo:t/ to be /tc"a:t/.

Therefore, to read the above syllables, try to read these following English words.
gore /go:/, core /ka:/, jaw /dz0:/, your /go:/, door /do:/. thaw /62:/ gnaw /no:/ paw, pour /pa:/

more /mo:/, saw, soar, sore /so:/, shore, Shaw /[5:/, law /lo:/, core /ka:/, saw, soar, sore /so:/,
tore /to:/, spore /spo:/, paw, pour /pa:/, war /wo:/ for, four, fore /fa:/, whore /ho:/, awe, or, ore /:/

Positioning of vowel is in the same way as =1 /aa/ and it does not change its appearance regardless
of what consonant comes after. The writing pattern will be in the pattern of —e or —e—.

Examples: 12+ @ = 1aa na + % = Nak Nak Naw 718 + 4 =1y
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However, the shorter counterpart looks very different from itself. It attaches - to 1.

LA LAY Ne Y20 PR ¥ 3 18 > N ) 18 b
N1 W1 N1E WY td1r Llang
191 O g1 1KW1 LY [ aae

But when short vowel is followed by ending consonant, it changes back into its original form, with special
mark of maay tay khau on the initial consonant. BUT, like [e] and [&], this vowel cannot distinguish between
long and short vowel when there is tone mark.

LAY + @ 80A ®ON LT + U 90U Ay e + 1 F01 TOU

Most of these occur for English loan words to imitate the English inter-consonantal ‘o’.
Now, take a look at the following examples.

09 989 989 wad Wy Wl gay g9y g4
99 99 389 8§09 §89 & naw ok nNow
§od g ®au TN TFau Tou Naod Naad NKod
P4 Tad  Tad Ny vigd e 294 vy Vad
Hpy ol o POy  Bad  gau DO%  Ba% oo
oW §Ol Ho Tal Tak Ton JOU 0% 9%
Hat  How  ga Bad  gad g9 Ay ¢y Aow
neg  ney  naw 08 308 38y vay  dee Usw

It is impossible to tell whether it is long or short vowel and you will have to learn each word by its meaning
and sound and remember by heart.

Special —a /»/ spelled in other methods.
1. As mentioned previously, if the second consonant of the pair is 3, the hidden ‘0’ rule will
not apply. Instead, - 3 will be read as -2
WA NI WO N8 N3 naw ] RY RO
AL A7 AW N NI Nnan B A7 DU
2. Special functional word fl = N8 which means also, then, quite and so on, even though,

because of and so on.
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3. in special words U3- (Ua 3) U3- (Ua 9)
151N UIRII 13910 UINY uslna U%Hiﬂi

UIUN UL S 13719

Practice reading the following words:

na  fa Mz na (N) LN na- Naak naay
nae nIdU nan  nIan now naw Ak g3 A9N3 fiaran
Ae T8 LA VB uaY ADUT Ao VDU
B4 VAT D ATALATEY  PAARDI ARDILART

ARBITDd 98 AANWIGES  Aandn JaUADL ARNDA JaR88
B da B e 3N Jau* Joud Yaald

UL Wauda 1372 13198 59980 n3z38n

A7197 flaaasn CLEE LRV 0% Fauldiae

WPTaN  TaU T Autantan Ten  Tauis WGaa
RZLAZLAINE aan bl AW NNABY N32AaddN @y
e @B @8  @aN @aN @8d @8y fadrIu Ok GawI

aan b fau  laaay AaUTU faay dog  dowen
Naw viatin Naun Jiane NN

Nae lAnaa NaANH naa naaaan

N84 Nadm Yigd  vigddn 183 Nnay faNa

Nk  LIWNOH e nauwwela  view vieuwsn SR D) nas 'l
Vi THOR %a921 NoWLa QRPYGE 219%8N
uanla "oHNIN U Ua  LWIT LWNSUR va Ua e
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nIsyay Uk Uaw Usk UAN UAA  @1Uaa Jzuay 32U

vay Use Use ey Uay Uaag VONIGR

Yaw dow tow Jas  uUnies Uasrin Uaad vasUaay
Jan den tow Uaan Uaay Uaaa dan daa
day Uassw dsadsay  wa  wWa 1w WY VAWT

Now  WauAay WNHOY W WIDY NaX

Was  Woat Wosdos NTNWEN  NaNLNY NBILAK

vaa  waulw NAUTWIR R 0% L3I0 lasau
TILNAY f1304 Ya3ad 790 790618 JauAaU

308 98317 TOUL TOUUNA 08

88 88 88 NN 8BY  RBYQ 889 AOIRU NONTOL

80U NOUFIWIT 8N aanuuu aaﬂléfmwm

e Ha g8 LensEy HON  HANUW 2l HONR
HLN[STg ga6 AR upe  deop gy Taen

wa  va Wa v waw Wou Wou %oy Wewy wewo
Wauany Aaras wau e wad Wy Wl
gadny Hah RINT KON ROU Wae doa I

28N 209 0% 8% oUW Sawiha 0% DawIOn
284 DOURY 808 98y SPRRN

AU RT0  ®OW  Taw TawRDd g9  ®O4  WRY ®OY  FON
GTaEY GRPIGIEY TowFON G2y Nagay NARDI
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Pseudo-Consonant Clusters

In the First Section, you were introduced the true consonant cluster combination N3- NA- A3- @3- UI-
13- Ua- A7- A8- UA- W3- Wa- WI-. The two consonants are read out together in a single syllable. The
tone rules corresponding to the absence or presence of tone mark follow the consonant class of first

letter of the cluster (not by § & which would follow tone set for aksorn tam).

Previously, you also learned about 5?1‘1:}3@; (aksorn khuu) — High-Low Consonant Pairing in order to
complete the set of 5 tones. But we have not yet covered the lonesome sonorant letters, which do not
have High Consonant counterpart, namely 3 ¥ 4 ©J 8 3 8 2. In order to complete the 5 tone set, we

need to depend on pseudo-consonant clusters #4- Wik- RU- K- RE- RI- BR- K-

Again, when two initial consonants are used to spell a syllable simultaneously, the tone rules will follow

the consonant class of first letter. Pseudo-consonant letter, unlike the true cluster, either

1. disregards one of the two initial consonants, or

2. breaks into two syllable, with the first letter being read with an inherent vowel (usually —%).

First, we will look at the very first pseudo-cluster — % 1 also known as ‘the silent leading h’. Basically,
the first letter % is not read out at all (as if it is not there). Its presence is simply to influence its
succeeding low consonants to follow the high consonant tone rules. In other words, the unpaired low

class consonants are influenced by its processor high or middle consonants.

Consider the tone set of # (aksorn suung) and % (aksorn tam) and then combine both.

tam W W g W W WA
n. field mod. should | aunt / uncle particle prefix naat
naa naa naa na nak
suung W w1 # W #wn Telo
vt. to find inj. damn! five vt. to break n. beach
haa haa haa ha hak haat
suung AU AU Wi R AN A Telel
adj. thick n. face adj. heavy
naa naa naa na nak naat

Now compare the complete 5 tone set rules of these two different consonants.

a1 W (@1 / #1) g1 W AU (W1 7 A1) T A
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Now practice the following contrasting pairs.

i (this)

41 (come)
an (tend to)
41 (shadow)
Lan (small)
818 (pattern)
an (steal)

A (pit)

30 (wait)
W (past)

&4 (shoot)

Wil (debt)

#41 (dog)

#wan (dipped with)
L#41 (lonely)
LAAN (iron)

RAY (many)
Wan (main)

AR (grandchild)
%38 (oh?)

#I (sweet)

Wiy (female)

“aw (sleep)
i (have)
470 (much)

81 (remove)

wan (change)

&

88N (copy)
|5 (quick)
4 (temple)

814 (guard)

Aan (worm)
il (bear)
RUIN (chess)
WAL (dodge)
LLARN

lva (flow)
wad (hole)
naan (bluff)
1n (endure)

el (cold)

484 (look at)
qa (tie)

yay (give)
aU (secret)
839 (down)

18 (chase)

187 (bad)

889 (through)

13 (keep)

1@ (draw)

AUDI (gloomy)
waa (fist)
RUDY (prone)
WAL (asleep)
Aad (lost)

A& (shoulder)
L8 (fluid)
“aaa (tube)
13 (waay)

#1314 (fear)

WY (abuse) £ (grandma) &N (divorce)

In addition to silent % there is also a leading silent 8 before & exclusively for these 4 special words.

g i 7)) 2N N g
medicine grandmother difficult to grill crumpled
yaa yaa yaa yaak yaar) ylu
a1 o an 27N 819 g
?aa ?aa ?aa ?aa ?aan 2uu
agn (8 — &) agin (#a) 281N aHgk) ol
“‘don’t” “grass” “‘want to” “in manner of” “live, stay”

Together, we have these four frequently used special words.

281 oY
U

2819 881N

“Don't live following one’s desire”
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Only the leading % and the leading @ in these four special words are silent. Almost all preceding middle-class
or high-class consonants will influence the second consonant (low unpaired sonorant consonants) in the
cluster to be in the same class too. Normally, the first letter of the cluster will be given an inherent vowel —¢.
In colloquial speech, you will sometime hear the first consonant being devowelized to become schwa-like /a/,

such that pseudo-cluster may be read almost in a single syllable in English counterpart.

Tam ‘I:rﬂ wIa wIy wiy Wi B
nak naat naam naam nom ya
suung ﬂuﬂ U6 iZAEN SRRV BIEN b
hak khaat haam sdam khom kha
suung AN YUIA R KUY gINERY VS
nak kha-naat naam sa-ndam kha nobm kha ya
tam 376 %llﬂ N9 |6 el w1
ruat muik 150t laat raoy naa
klaang 34 ﬂﬂ foa fa1a gag a1
cuat cuuk todt taat 200y ?aa
klaang 7374 ﬁ]%llﬂ faaa ARG 830y a1
ca-ruat ca-muuk ta-lodt ta-laat 2a-rody ?a-naa

Notice that there is no change in tones set when the sonorant low consonant is paired with another low

consonant.
tam (%) e W el W Wi
na na na naay Naa nan
tam (V%) oF % e il Wik
kha kha cha thaay Thaa phan
tam (V) AThe Tk Nwe U Wibh
kha-na kha-na cha-na tha-naay tha-naa pha-nan

Note that consonant other than these sonorant consonants < 4 « ¢ gy g & 9 will still be read according to their

own class tone set rules even when preceded by other consonant class. Also note that unlike English, aspirated
consonants A 1 v W # still remain pronounced as aspirated even in the consonant clusters.

Now try reading the following words, with and without leading consonant. Take note of consonant classes.

g1 §n12 &u1e §l1 8O &N &NT SNEY &ANS ®E @AY WEAY

RN ®IZ* FRY  ®AN  AWNY AL RIRO RIN aI% 9L aUy
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More examples and practices on pseudo-cluster

818 (grandma) V818 (expand) £ (insist) VeI (diligent) &1 (vehicle) WeH (withess)
5 (crumpled) YU (vi. to move) N (it, oily) WA (infertile) NQ/I‘LL (engage) M&TI‘LL (persevere)
a4 (try on) @884 (celebrate) 8l (remove) &\ (faint) AU (secret) §AL (to switch)
a1a (slope) a81a (intelligent) 81N (drag) 281N (label) a8 (pattern) &\18 (melt)
arane (dissolve) naauaza1e (melt)  ¥inane (destroy) RANAAY (various, different kinds of)
Jzu17 (lime) AW (cold) Wb nu (street) nuuﬁaauuw_’%

897 (liter) NR® (produce) an @an (funny) 30 (messy)  wIn (hell)

89 (crate) NI (prp. behind; cls. building) WA (power)

%0 (appointment) 6 (proficient) 8eAT (drama) wA7T (city)

4a (ant) RAUA (run out) 4B (cow’s moo) #da (doctor) ®UB (anchor) Wil (pot)

w1 (rice field) FIWIA1T (bank) IUUNT (cash money) %41 (thick) W1 = n. face, side, prn. front %1

= n. mother’s younger sibling %1 = mod. Ought to, should, worth %o8MHI = n. custard apple

187341 LAWA (department) 8zl (sleep walking/talking) L8 (balance; always)
g W9 (skin; movie) W1t (wall surface) 3% 338 (to prosper)
naniay (a little bit)  ola (types) &Wnawd (closely aquainted) iy (soft) 8 (rust)
aan (peel) N8N (scratch) 718 (sudden stop) #2318 018 (offering to god)

el (n. temple, v. measure) ﬁ’?ﬁﬁg (happiness; welfare) 88 = Sawasdee!

1@ = v. to draw §371N = n. charm, coquette, seductiveness

0] (good) Ad (case study) Ny (continent)
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Note that Wa- Wa- clusters are rather inconsistent. Some words are pseudo-clusters while some are

read as true cluster. Underlined clusters are read as single syllable.

NRA WAN WaINI WARY WA Wang LA

Palatal Consonants 9 & @ & < are irregular too. Some are read as Type | (read both syllable) while

some are read as Type |l (disregard the 3)
370 LAIY I AT FIT LRIW ‘]34 §308
w31 Unase L&39 LA WIMgNY LI ¢

Cluster n3- is a special one. In many cases, it is read as if it appears as . It is only read as true-

cluster in loan words, particularly from English.

N34 (79) N8 (T18)  NU (TW)  NIWG (TU) NN (T)
UNIN (UWIN)  NIA (T9) Insu (lon)  Bund Bud)  ns (lo)

But English loan words are read as /thr/
wn3a ning 733l UNIN LEUNIN Ny

Some consonant clusters are exclusively for English loan words: 13- Ua- @3- W3-

UNTa U1 UROUR LUSALTA g
6 A A = 6
a3 LOWAI? I JAR) WKL
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The ‘U’s and Diphthongs

We have come to the last section on vowels, and we will be covering what may sound foreign to

English ears. Close approximate will be given but note that it is not the exact correct sound.

Long Vowel Short Vowel

a nYnnuya
fg NadUwaadan

L] L] ] L] 9 L]

3 L]
R IGRR R ATddNNNAN
u u u U u u 9 ] ] 9 Q9 ] L]
The above vowels /u:/ and /u/ are the only vowels that are placed right below the consonants. They

correspond to English spelling of —oo, however English spelling does not show vowel length. —oo- in

‘food’ /fu:d/ corresponds to long vowel, while —oo- in ‘foot’ /fut/ corresponds to short vowel.

This pair of vowels is rather straightforward. The shape remains unchanged when final consonant is
added behind, just as direct as the vowels /i:/ /i/ and /a:/, and is able to clearly distinguish between

long and short sound even when a tone mark is added.

Now let’s read the words with these vowels.

n=pm. [, me (slang) tj= v. to loan NWAU = n. roses NA17 = n. Kumar, child

fi@ = n. prawn Wl &na = family name NN = Bangkok ﬂé?@ﬂ:ﬂ = worried

9 =v.tohold hand U = v. to kiss ﬁju =v.todipin N = v. to have colicky pain

2@ = n. point(s) QGIVLW v. to light up fire 9@3U = n. end point gffl‘ = Julie gé = Judy
3 9 = suddenly ?;I'%N =v. to assault 3 = n. penis, adj. short jﬁ = adv. amorously
n3Ican = n. bone aa = v. to suck 89 = v. to slip N32QU = n. button a:@:ﬁ = shock
@t = v. to stock up @ju =n. mole ﬂiz@ju = v. to trigger, to activate @ju = v. to stew

@n 9 =n. Tuk-Tuk  ¢na1 = n. doll Gu =n.earstud @A =n.ass §@ = n. sissy
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32l = v. to specify Yy = v. to be dented yn = v. to invade Ua3 (4a) = n. son

U@ = v. to rot iJa@ = n. v. boot, to boot Y1y = n. good deed &1 = n. soap

n3zyn = n. piggy bank Ugn = vt. to wake, to activate Ugn = vt. to plant, to cultivate
gu = n. lime, mortar f]jﬂ;u = Japan, Japanese ‘];l] = n. crab, v. to unroll ‘1311 = n. grandpa
QJ' = n. car workshop §= to dawdle, to impede 83 =n. camel q@@“’u = n. blockage
8% = v. to warm, to heat audn = adj. warm Ej'u = v. to carry (baby) @AWW = v. to support
a\ju = n. grape %\2@1%3@ = v. to frustrate g = n. snake ‘V\}JL = n. mouse, rat
&N = n. fun, v. to enjoy ‘Lqin‘i = n. to wear ‘kiui] = adj. soft, tender % = n. bow (weapon)
WNEy = n. peacock &4 = n. mosquito Eqio = ad]. busy, v. to disturb, to bother, to interfere
ﬂizg{ﬂ@{ = apply, application Ba =n. era BN = n. strategy naya =v. stop By = v. lessen
3=n hole gﬂ = n. form, picture §'= v. to know w3 = adj. luxurious 30 =to swipe

Wy = n. pig ‘ﬁyj = n. grouping, category in = n. pearl 41 = n. joke

48 =n. feces ?Taﬂa = n. information, data 44 = n. corner IEINENEN IS spider

NN 34;\1 = v. to head for :\‘1 = n. mosquito net ﬁgﬂ = ‘L{’Qﬂ = mucus 3N = n. nose

49 = v. to duck, to go under L"ll:wm;l@ =n. pin §3@ = notebook NIMIRNA  UWIFYNI

an = n. ball; offspring, heir an = v. to rise up 8U =v. to touch gently %@ = v. to slip off
WY = adj. chaotic 1?% = n. jelly 8795 = n. weapon 7@ = n. qualification
A3 = n. teacher gj = n. pair, couple Atk = “Khun” Atk = v. to multiply
LINA® = raccoon Al =v. to control AN = n. to cover @j'vw = v. to worth

@j&l@h = v. worthwhile @j&l W = v. to guard @j“umaa = v. to protect, to bless

an = n. jail ydﬂﬂ = v. to imprison Qm“li’] =v. to kneel AN = v. to mix fﬂlﬂ@ﬂ
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SJQ:‘IQ@ = n. mangosteen

U

9

PAGH = v. to dig

% = n. adulterer

I = vt. to raise I
aU aU aU

TU = vi. to soak into 2n = adj. pungent
guq%’%‘ = v. to smoke G
§4 = v. to take at random
8N = v. to haul logs I
gauaqa = adj. brilliant

§N = adj. to ripe, v. to ripen °]Jy’1’sf,§'m

N = each, every NNAY = everyone
ny = vt. to smash nuuan = vt. to break
“rjil = v. to throw ‘ij“n = v. to exert

q\‘l = n. sack, carrier QGLYT’] = n. socks
N =n. investment, fund

llmz} = n. mackerel ﬂm*gﬁn = n. tuna

W=n. fountain; firework 0N

HNW = v. bond Wi = n. tummy

QL“U’] = n. mountain

v

{118 = n. man Wy = n. woman

o

Qaam’f = n. herd, flock ﬁ;iu = dust

Vq\llﬂ

Wu1N = v. to shut up, to keep quiet Wi =

M =n. Garuda

PAIDY = v. to leave a mark °y;

glus]( = zero, center
slju = v. to hide, to ambush
ﬁﬁj@ = at the extreme end

E;T@] = v. to breathe in

oW =n. cliff TUW = adj. pink °11m(|\l; = rose apple

sleeping mat

n. figure

Gj’uLﬂEJ = v. to be familiar with

17 = to threaten

°g<ﬂ = n. dress, costume; set 20 = to impede

anLan = n. adj. emergency, urgent

g1 = v. to be lost NIcgk = n. bullet

TUTIN = adj. adv. clumsy

q@ﬁw = |ast, final

§a73 = formula 83 = high

% 6 .

IWANT = n. Friday f{{ﬂﬁ) = n. happy
€ .

N1 = n. suffering

Lﬁ@mu = v. to admire, respect

‘Vj\‘i‘m = n. rice field ‘deiuﬁ@] = n. mine field

?T‘Vj&l =10 PM ‘Yi’ﬂJ = adj. bass, deep, low
919 = n. stockings 79814 = n. condom
NN = v. to invest Gquu = n. capital

Nafr = adj. awful, obscene, ugly
WnT = Buddhism Wa = v. to speak
W3 = v. to rush forward ‘Wi;\i‘f: = tomorrow
UTNW = shampoo
1@ = good person  £{318 = criminal, evil person
ya =food  Wegu = think wild

vjuﬂu@? = n. robot
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ﬁu = n. stocks, shares ‘IQG“ﬁ”]’J = v. to cook rice wngn =n. owl
%’aﬁu = v. to pack, to cover, to shield w=n ear(s) Léf’]ﬁ = n. Tofu
Diphthong /ui/ can be formed by adding & to the short vowel of /u/ only.

fg = v. to chat ?léj:sl = n. flute 28 = adv. fluently, elegantly Q& = v.to spit

Y i

¢ = n. fertilizer 88 = v. to wade, to go ahead %@‘Ué’? = Louis ijil = int. Ouch

Finally, we have the last set of the basic vowel not very closed to any of English vowel.
Long Vowel Short Vowel
= o0
19
=0 o0
VR
= =] (=] = =] =] = | (=] (=] = =
g&NNNA AdENANN K

To read this vowel, the closest that you can get is by saying English words spelled with —ue, -ew, or —
uXe, but try to unround your lip as you say it out. (By the way, this vowel is also commonly romanized
by spelling as —ue or —eu, such as ‘chue’ or ‘cheu’.)

Just try reading out these English words while unrounding your lips.

“queue” /kju:/  “chew” /fju:/  “sew” /sju:/ “Tues” /tju:s/ “puke” /pju:k/ “fuse” /fju:s/ “huge” /hju:dz/

*Take note that the long vowel of 4 8 is the only vowel that requires you to add the final blank

consonant 8 even you do not end the syllable with a consonant. 8 doesn't exist in actual writing!

fa =v. is, are, defined as, namely {8 = n. hand fla =v. to carry, to hold in hand

& A A . & A

49 = n. meal T8 = name o8 = adj. honest o8 = v. to buy #ia = or
WIFa = n. book §2@8 = n. belly button fa = adj. disobedient 38 = v. to dismantle
& A i . A

68 = v. to harass, to pester 1@ = adj. stiff, blunt, dull 88 = v. rumor
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¥ ] [
=1 o A

A A « & & A A ad A A A A o A
A8 V1 8 31 AN 92 A1 ALY DAL T 8V DD RINRD AID UaDd FLVl LU D18

On the other hand, you do not need to add 8 to the back for the short vowel counterpart. But the

combination that makes word is rare.

8 = n. v. feces # = int. giggling sound 3 = or, as in short colloquial form of %380
Now let’s read the words with these vowels together with final consonants.

NAw = vt. to swallow Q% = vt. to give back, to return n. night %u = v. to ascend, prp. up
ﬂﬁiu = n. wave A% = vi. to resist 2AJUU = vt. to rape

T = adj. adv. joyful aula = ad]. rejoice, refreshing TULW = adj. cheerful Tuwa = v. admire

T = adj. moist, humid MUTH = two days ago
@1 = v. to be awake Anlan = adj. exciting, excited An = adj. shallow LA
fnflu = adj. strong, tough du =n. gun Wb = cls. piece W1 =n.rash W = floor
Wu = n. firewood WA =v. to regain consciousness Wi = v. to violate AR
u = adj. giddy #i% = ten thousand &% = v. to stand B = v. to file, to submit
A = adj. slippery A = adj. other
nd = semi, half 23 = v. to stretch, to pull tight A4 = half 4 = therefore
= . & . . = = o
54 = prn. which, that <9 = adj. emotionally moved @4 = vt. to pull ¢4 = adj. tight
A
114 = adj. stun, shocked f14 = v. to reach, to arrive, conj. until, till

4 s =< &
A4 = one %J = v. to steam cook UJ = n. marsh U3 = v. frown

X . 4

9 = n. bee(s) §9 = YOU!  ¢1&4 = Ivy Gourd @=§39 = adj. dumbfounded &4 = adj. cheeky
= & =< =

&84 = n. quarter baht 83 = stunned, shocked, dumbfounded W3 = v. jealous %4 = ad]. stink

£ = A
A34 = adj. dense, cloudy JN = adj. gloomy, sulky @d = v. to drink
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=}

1/fu = v. to feel pleased B

AN =v. to forget
@nan = adj. bustling, vigorous
141N = v. to take note, record
in =

Nin = n. seal n. bulk

an = adj. adv. deep #@n = n. battle, war

#win = n. ink aniin = squid

e = adj. dark i
W = n. plant
aa = adj. swollen, bloated
Ny

ﬁll = Nn. progress

ldduienman = not knowing one’s limit

NN = v. to open eyes

@n = adv. late at night

fin = adj. tough, durable

8280 = n. hiccup
ﬁ@(ﬂ@?{a = ad]. pitch-dark, completely dark
ia = v. to stretch, to extend

aa = adj. tough, strong, durable
n32NU = v. to trample, to step on

2 .
U = (slang) v. to have sexual intercourse

=
ge = v.

A
RU = v.

qafla= vt. to borrow Wﬁw = vt. to lend

auld = v. to forget completely
@n = n. building
in = vi. imagine, realize, think
RN = vi. to train vt. to coach

Anwn = v. to study, to investigate
Q= adj. bland, tasteless

He = adj. rough, (joke) lame

#@ = n. asthma

to investigate

*Special Symbol f) can be read as 3305 19n.

§ 00NIAENI | aznA CITRR Meaning
= =
5 09 -9 Season(s)
WOAINIOY | WIA-d2-9-N-oW | November
NHHNIAY ‘Vﬁﬂ'ﬁg'WW'ﬂN May
3 94 NOY 99-N3A England, English
NOYY nIA-az-A Theory
I'4
fNDd EAL Power, Effect
A ~ A A .
30 ¥ 90— Hermit, Sage
Jd a
139 Ny 13N Auspicious moment
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Diphthong extended from these two ‘U’s.

By reading 8 — 81 and compressing together into a single syllable, we get a diphthong and it gets the

written form as 87 or —-.

As discussed in the first section, although its form appears as short medial /a/ as g”and the final

consonant -7, it is NOT read as /aw/. Instead /aw/ or /au/ (same) should be written as L81.

When unaccompanied by an ending consonant, it takes this form as 87 /ual. There is no close

approximant in English. Perhaps the closet one is vowel in “pour” /pua/, “your’/jual, and “tour” /tual.

It is read like the French diphthong ‘-oi’, as in ‘revoir’, ‘croissant’, ‘excusez-moi’, ‘bonne soirée’, etc.

N&7 = v. to be afraid of, to be scared @lzﬁ'l’s = n. lead (Pb) 29 = n. terminal, pole
ﬂVI’J = v. to roast A3 = n. cookery, kitchen 473 = v. sure °ﬁl’3 = ad]. evil, wicked
¢ = n. cls. body @J’J = n. ticket 113 = n. tour ﬁ'l’s = adj. entire, whole
ﬁ;’s = n. beans, nuts 13 = n. lotus W72 = n. husband (a’lﬁ = n. husband)
N2 = v. engrossed in, adj. blur, unclear &TI’J = v. to do thing wildly without thinking

92 = adv. rapidly 5‘;’; = v. to leak out ‘53’3 = n. gate, fence ETI’J = v. to seduce

%2 = n. head 77 = n. ox, cow luii NRDEY 4nlan

When the syllable is enclosed by the final consonant, the lavuarnea will be dropped, leaving behind
only —1-. Do not be confused. It is the same concept as 8- -8 —8-, having the same symbol as a
consonant when placed at the front position and as a vowel when placed in the medial position, akin to

G, et

English letters ‘y’, ‘w’ and r.

NI = v. to annoy, to stir 737 = mod. should 99% = v. to scratch (of cat)
R3IU = v. to preserve, conserve 9% = v. almost TIW = v. to ask along
@2% = adj. urgent @2% = adj. lame, handicap "%  NUNIU = V. revise
02%  ATUDAW = complete W% 21IWIN = white AU = train carriage
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1%U1n = v. to rinse mouth ﬂi&ﬂ’m = v. to be frantic NI% 1% = v. to return
498 = n. mass N2% = v. to roll, cls. rolls 8% = adj. fat

g% RYIW = v. to be lenient, n. Chinese Yuan

NIWAN = v. to outrage one’s modesty 821 = adv. entirely, purely

®§I% = n. garden, v. to run into each other &% = n. part, section conj. as for, whereas

A9 = v. to calibrate  MA29 = n. screwdriver @;m\‘] = n. love partner

3N = n. elephant trunk 479 = v. to be sleepy T3 = n. session

@33 = n. luck, fortune cls. stars aa| = V. foretune-telling  @33@17 = stars
N34 = v. to ask for what is owed 7179 = vt. to delay, to slow down

W4 = n. string, bunch W9 = vt. to tow

1149 = adj. purple 12329 = n. mango 9249 = v. to fall (leaf, hair)

873 = v. to deceive, adj. untrue 879 = v. to pickpocket

$#33 = v. to cherish #149 = v. to care, to worry, to concern #1498 = v. to care and concern
¥y shviaw = n. flood 14 = adj. plump

IV = n. padding, boxing glove 1423 = adj. swollen U4 = adj. swollen, sore

37U = v. to put things together 37U = v. to join 11394 = v. to participate

#RIN = adj. loose, not tight g @wld = v. to wear, puton &3 = n. toilet
AWIN = adj. deaf U3n = plus 189N = n. termites WIN = n. group, party

BUIN =n. cap, hat  WRYIN = n. banana stalk 87N = v. to scald

nia 192n7@ = n. contest UIAA = n. bottle 379 = n. session, trip, installment
9@ = year of rabbit 17@ = n. great grandparent
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WIA = v. massage AWIA = n. moustache UIT = v. to be a monk 172@ = v. ache

NIARY = pattern 720137 = adv. fast 9373 = v. to check *613739 = n. police
§3® = v. to pray, to chant 276 = v. to boast 18274 = v. to brag, to boast
29U = n. years (for young age) AU AIUAN = v. to control 3z97u

33UIIN = v. to collect, to compile 29U = adj. plump

N33¢ = n. funnel N&28 = n. bananas A8 = (slang) n. penis
P78 = v. to help, to save, to rescue @18 = adv. too, prp. with, by FeY = Help!

618 = n. cup 87MW8NNT = v. to direct, to manage AW = n. unit

128 = n. plum 18 = adj. sick, unwell 328 = adj. rich

478 = n. Muay, boxing #U78 = description of Chinese-looking girl

38 = adj. unlucky, jinx /78 = adj. beautiful 218 = v. to bless

#18 = n. lottery #28 = adj. lousy

The shorter counterpart is formed by adding -¢ to the back as in ﬁ"az. However, it is rarely used.

Example: Az Az
More about the symbol 7

The consonant 1 forms true consonant clusters with n /k/ ¥ @ /kh/ as N3- /kw/ U7- a3- /khw/ as it does
with ¥ and ®, to form N3 /kr/ N /kl/ VT /khr/ A8 /khl/ @3 /khr/ @8 /khl/. With other consonants, it forms
pseudo-clusters, as you have already encountered some examples in the previous exercise. Now, be

careful the distinction between /ua/ and /wal.

LL§4N1 = n. cucumber nin = conj. over, than, until m n1
U1 = prp. right side A71 = to search 77 P
A% = n. smoke mffy = n. morale A71% = n. elephant mahout V4% = n. axe

A7 (M) = should 2%
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179 =n. deer N34 = adj. wide, broad 2949 = v. to obstruct N N VN
A = v. to turn upside down 773174 = n. content, meaning R PGP

AN =v. to dig out, to scoop out  AI13N = n. Quark

193 lad1ad7 = v. search for l29%"9 = cross-legged @118 = n. buffalo 38 = n. penis
29@ = v. to head-butt kN34 = v. to swing 53] ﬁLLmS: = Square

LLﬂ_’Tu = n. state, faction LWAIW = v. to hang L3 = n. sub-district

By reading ﬁa — 81 and compressing together into a single syllable, we get a diphthong and it gets the
written form as Lﬁa, with three parts surrounding the consonant symbol. It doesn’t change shape when

followed by final consonant.

Lﬂ_ﬁa =n. salt Nz178 = n. tomato L@ﬁa"li’lsl = n. network Lﬁavl%a = v. to sweat
A . A . A A &
13811 = v. to contaminate LT8 = v. to believe LDa0na = to trust Walsa = n. germs

18 = n. flesh, meat m_ﬁa = prp. above, North wille = adj. boring WHa = just in case
A A . A X A . .
tWa = prp. for L8 = conj. when L38 = n. boat, ship wale = n. tie, relation
m_ﬁa = v. to left L‘H_ﬁal,‘ﬁa = in abundance Nnde = adj. remaining \"ReLTa = incredible
“ , 4 & , & &
LR® = n. tiger LR® = n. mattress LR® = n. shirt 1waa = v. to help
L_ﬁau = adv. widely, dispersedly Waw = n. dam LARBY = v. to mobilize
A . A A v A .
Gauly = n. conditions, terms L3aw = v. to cut L@8% = n. month l&Aan = centipede
Wiau = v. to warn, to remind fzLaw = v. to be affected van = adj. rough, violent
Waw = adj. dirty, contaminated with WNaw = friend m_ﬁau = adj. same, same as
Waw = v. to visit 158% = n. house cls. watch RO = v. to slide, to push
2 . - & . . 2 .
LA84d = vi. to be irritated L3834 = n. machine, item LT84 = adj. tame
13217184 = Prathueang 14893711 = conj. due to nyziiles = tile puuLos
- A . A i

1Uaad = vt. to waste Wad = n. cog, gear LJad = n. city LAUBI = n. mine
i:\‘ll,%a\‘i = adj. properous 1389 = n. story, subject WARBd = yellow

Way = v. to join, to connect W®ad = v. to deteriorate, to degrade B8y = v. to reach out
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A A . A
LTBN = n. rope L8N = n. mermaid LAJBN = n. gum

BN = n. ridge waan = n. skin, cover, shell Wlan = n. taro

\Wan = n. splint m_ﬁaﬂ = n. jug \8an = v. to choose  L&an = v. to busybody
\Taa = v. to slaughter L@8@ = vi. to be boiled WAaATaN = adj. in trouble
\8a@ = n. blood \Nay = adv. almost Lﬂ_ﬁau = adj. coated with
e = adj. slow, retarded Wiae = adj. tired Waew = adj. naked g1Nee = adj. long
\Wae = adj. fatigue 1308 ¢} = adv. continuously L1888 = n. saw

The shorter counterpart is formed by adding -¢ to the back as in Lﬁaz. However, it is rarely used.

By reading ﬁ — 81 and compressing together into a single syllable, we get a diphthong and it gets the
written form as Lﬁﬂ, with three parts surrounding the consonant symbol. It doesn’t change shape when

followed by final consonant. Take note it is not pronounced the same way as English diphthong /is/ as

in “beer” /bia/ or “hear” or “here” /hia/.
Vies = n. gear Wy = v. to put off to the side

=

L83 = v. to cheer

o

AuLAe = India WILAE = Nadia

=1
LUE

1S = n. beer n. interest

e = n. wife 188 = v. to lick &8 = adj. damaged, v. to lose

@zLied = n. lamp WNRE = adj. completely wiped out

Feslnd = Chiangmai 13849318 = Chiangrai 10814 = (slang) to die

Wigd = v. to argue We9n4 = v. to throw away

L8819 = v. to refrain from ve9a8n9 = n. role model

a . A .
L¥8N = n. sound, voice L&Y = n. V. risk

Wew = v. to write g% = v. to whip

WD = n. candle

1385 = v. to weld metal

a [
ARSI = v. clear

\@8 = adj. short (of height)
1o = n. ponytail
L8 = n. monitor lizard

WAEIT9 = v. to side with

L@8d = n. bed LAEY = noon

1389 = v. to arrange
4 .
LR8N = v. to swing

= .
L8843 = adj. v. slant

Lﬁwﬂu = | (for lady-boy)

eI = adi. like real
Wasn = v. to change, to replace
\38% = v. to learn, to study

8% = v. to copy, to tease, to mock

WHaaidow = v. to bully, to take advantage of

WNET = v. to be determined LW = adj. strange
= .

LAIBLTY = n. coin

Lﬁlﬂu = adj. to be sick or bored of (taste)
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LI8% = v. to circulate LIBURL = ad]. giddy LT = n. deity, expert LIS = v. to retire

\Fe = adj. mystical, odd, strange

W3 = adj. completely burnt 1383 = v. to act modestly or humbly

L@3LU = V. to prepare, to get ready Waw = ad]. artificial nyzNgy = n. garlic

W@udan = adj. to be rich in, filled with LN = v. to visit, adj. brilliant, excellent

WRABN = n. edge, sharp end \§2N = n. trident 1983 = new LiABNLHA = harsh
aziNEnNazMe = v. to try very hard 138N = n. monkey’s sound

Jan = adj. wet Jon = adj. small-sized 138N = v. to call, to address

azLngy = n. chopsticks QY = adj. very sweet WREU = v. to insert
a a . = = . =

1y uINeY = n. comparison LS ULWEW = adj. smooth LW8U = adv. a lot
a a . a .

LABEY = v. to step LIYY = ad]. flat LREL = v. to skirt

WNREA = v. to hate, dislike LA3EA = adj. stress B8a = v. to graze, to approach

L%_ﬁtl@]@’m = v. to abuse LUQUIN = Vietnam  LRUAR = v. to glide against

Lﬁm = v. to hook Lﬁimﬁ"i_l = prp. about CHEE quite, very WA = only one

LWAE2 = n. sickle L"T'Tm = n. fang Lﬁym = v. to chew e = adj. green

L5;m = v. to slightly rub against 121387 = omelet W@y = adj. lone
e = Kwaytiao lUifie = v. to hang out, to go for holiday

WHhe = adj. sticky Siwdien = adj. stingy Wag) = adj. quiet W3en = adj. sour e =
adj. twisted, (slang) to not comply with agreement WN3EN = adj. good-figured

WiE7 = n. meow a8 = v. to heal mﬁlm = n. hawk 15581 = n. cane

v. to feel uneasy \ReD = (slang) outdate

887 = vi. to turn at a corner L8

& . . 4 . = ' .
LR8I = n. minute portion of L8817 = involvement, share LAY = v. to wrinkle
Miscellaneous Section — Tone Rules, Final Consonants, Diphthongs and Loanwords

Now, we already learned how to spell out all the possible sound combination of syllables. As you may
have already seen, words that are spelled differently from the basic spelling, with more complicated

symbols, are shown their pronunciation with basic spelling in bracket, clearly showing each syllable, for
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example, wqﬁanﬁ (We — T-Wa-ar - Uy — ﬁ). In this last section, we will be looking at the general

pronunciation for words with more sophisticated spelling. But before that, let's get used to terminology

in Thai writing.

Wﬂ%ﬂﬁ%: We — % — T — e Initial Consonant

R qe — KBIT Vowel

ANRZNG ARZNG Final Consonant
TN - Uz - gn Intonation
\We9TIend L¥E9 — U - Uz — gn Tones

\REIENNTY \RE — 81 — N Common (level) tone
\FedLan \FEd — Lan “1° Tone (Low)

WFedln \Fed — In 2" Tone (Falling)
\Fo903 \Fo9 — a5 “3 Tone (High)
LHE9AN LB — 0 — AZ — 4" Tone (Rising)
m'%iaamnmﬁmqﬂ@? 1A389 — MUY — TT — Uz — 6N Tone Marks

laitan 1s¥ - 1an Maay Eek 8
1ailn 1 = In Maay Thoo 8
a3 ¥ - o3 Maay Trii 8
lafa@n ¥ - 90 — @z — 1 Maay Cattawaa 8
lauana 1s¥ - i — 01— ma Maay Han-Ar-Kaat

732 o lduane RZ — W32 — b8 — W — N — a8l Maay Ma-Laay 1o
752 la laddhu &2 — W32 — b8 — bl — 42U Maay Muan 1o
vl,&lwl@iﬁj e = el - @T Maay Tay Khuu )
ldoan o - o2 - wun Repeater 9
MIUA / Neunana M — 5%/ 1% — N2 — A4 Silence Marker 8

Due to substantial amount of foreign loan words, especially from Pali-Sanskrit and recently from English,
there are more than one way of spelling the same sound, by using different duplicate consonants or different
final consonants of the same articulation spot. Thai words are spelled such to reflect the origin of the words,
even though certain foreign sounds may not exist in Thai.

More about Final Consonants

Again, do take note that the final consonants are unlike English such that you do not burst out the aspirated
sound at the end of the word even the word may be spelled with aspirated final consonant.
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wann (Velar Stop) The basic Thai words are spelled with GIFZNA —1.
- lan  an - 2 WY & - a  lsa lva -« s

1Lain@ (Alveolar Stop) The basic Thai words are spelled with AIFZNA —.

O 12 NS V1C I O B B 1 1) ) g - dang
4 Gifiss am g NT N 3 33 N AN
@ WAl D I W N U 5 Ilnin
A 9me Uszine W Ine nzenw W W - ¥ M
-G TR L) - LAQ) NT WNT - @3 103

q q q

LN (Labial Stop)  The basic Thai words are spelled with GAFZNA —1l.

-y U -1 vl gl -N AN

N AN N s 85

Lani (Alveolar Nasal) The basic Thai words are spelled with GAFZNA —Th.

- A N A A -Th a0 Qb -3 M3 9w
-7y IRy T8y -] N8 W MW

LUNY (Labial Nasal) The basic Thai words are spelled with FIEZNA —4.

- CEVRG P U Y nil

N9 (Velar Nasal)  There is only one final consonant for this group. FIFZNA —.

-3 a9 a8 lnd

*Tones for English Loanwords

Technically, English Loanwords should be spelled without tone marks, since English is not tonal. In

English language itself, the tone varies depending on the context of the sentence.

Let’s look at the word “food” and consider these two statements.

“There is food.” (slight falling tone) ‘1@]161 (Lﬁmiﬂ) '1Q|
“Is there food?” (slight high/rising tone) ‘1/3@1 (Lﬁm@’l%) 1/:\]
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You might have seen restaurant signboard with word “seafood” written as %Z\J@ or %1{3@.

Generally, English words with dead syllable are read with \§29@3 even when not used as question. Do
you know why? One possible reason is that dead syllables are rarely seen with tone marks, with
exception for slang or onomatopoeic/mimic words. By reading English loanwords with \§29@3, it can

reduce the likelihood of overlapping with the already existing words of native or Indic origin.

16 (time, moment) Uay (card) TUw (bus) AT AU (club)
{0 (clearly) 216 (nation) 7132 (charge) 7136 (chart)

Aa (to select) A1a (to expect) M3a (card) M3a (cart, kart)

L8 (number, digit) L& (small) 1a¢e (Lake) L (cloud)  LUA (make)
LU (Aries) L@ (seed) LAY (metre)

L&W (to consume) W (save, safe) NI (to kowtow) N3N (graph)

LN (deity) iy (tape) uile (battery) WUNLAW (Batman)

Live Syllable will be read with Lﬁma’mymw. Final syllable of the word may be read with LFean.

Tad Funsa Tadu larla

wasinas AaNRILABY AasUTu Tsdusn
More of Consonant Clusters

Previously we have already seen that only initial consonant combined with —r (-=3) —I (-R) are
true consonant clusters which are read within a single syllable. Other pair will form pseudo-cluster, with
first initial consonant being read unstressed with an inherent 832 82. Note that the leading consonant
may not have impact on the tone of the low class consonant that comes after.

gl (Fz-11)  @ens (F-an)  @ALIW (F2-G-13) 87 (Re-d0)  ®ALAK (R2-2-1aw)

a a 6 a a
8T (R2-IQ)  AWDY (Az-1a) A (Az-Iia) LAY (R-LAN)
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However, final consonant cluster may not come at the end of the words. Thai language does
not allow consonant cluster at the end of the word and therefore we use silence marker to mark out the
unpronounced sound. Sonorant + Stop ending (-nk, -nd, -nt, -mb, -mp, -Id, -It,) will be read with \REIAT

as if the silenced final consonant acts as vl,a]”@f%'.

Wad (We)  A3aG (AA)  NFA (379) BUTUG (WUTH) Lanias (la-1i)
RGRGE) WIA (W4) ANSLNUY (8z-Wa-1du)  Yuw (Uw) JUN (W)
USud (U3w)  USud @USw)  Tud (@) LEG

The silent marker N34 is also to mark unpronounced sound in the original language. In English, final
‘r and ‘w’ are not pronounced. When they come into Thai script, MIUA is assigned onto 3§ and 1 to

indicate the original spelling.

[ 4 6 6 [ 4 6 6 6 6 a6 A6
ST A Ve PO ¢ Us b diaas o7 wofu easw v0du 1Asa  1%a
L) @) (R-819) d-190) dw)  (vaw) (Aaw) (Raw) (:n@2) (ia)
Bar Mark Smart Peter Show Shawn Corn John Girl Bird

More about Diphthong or Semivowel-Consonant Ending

atne These are basically diphthongs or complex vowels ending with semivowel [y] or vowel [i].
English words which end with However unlike the English counterpart, Thai sees -8 as —y and never
as —i 9, therefore it any final consonant ending after /i/ diphthong will never be followed by a sound
final consonant and the ending consonant will be marked silent, even for vowel 1-.
Note that the English diphthong /e1/ as spell in —ay does not exist in Thai. It is spelled with silent

4 .. . . s .
marker on & as L-¢ to reflect the original spelling while it is simply pronounced as t-.
(There is diphthong that combines L8 + 2 in Thai.)

May /meil 13§ Play /plei/ \WaE Gay /gei/ \ng
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When followed by final consonant, the it is spelled simply with t-. Sonorant + Stop ending (-nk, -nd, -nt,

-mb, -mp, -Id, -It,) will be read with LR29@3 as if the silenced final consonant acts as 1i®3.

Main /mein/ 14U brake /breik/ 1U3R lane /lein/ L% paint /peint/ VNWA
188 = Lp + 8 g LW /Il TALIE) nyzing LANY  LRY
a 6 6 6
208 = 98 + 9 nay  Uay Wy 808  ROHA VYT 288 19YD
& 6 6
DY  ABYY ABYA WaE  WRDY WAHUN
a & , +
B8 =8 + 8 A a8l BRUR ny e i)
q q q q q q 9 q
818 =971 + 8 8 /Y N 38
A A a A A A
1988 = 128 + 8 N STRH Laag Ly
la=az+38 Tart @) 1avd (18) lasf ) &/lU (s - 109

nd (/) s ey ludd (lsb) Tnd (my)  Iwast (Ina)

ludl (332) Tud @ney  hd () ey lwsd (Ind)
ILaiLNa7 These are basically diphthongs or complex vowels ending with semivowel [w] or vowel [ul].
English words which end with However unlike the English counterpart, Thai sees —1 as —w and never
as —i 2, therefore it any final consonant ending after /u/ diphthong will never be followed by a sound
final consonant and the ending consonant will be marked silent, even for vowel L-1. & is sometimes
read as 1 at the end of the word as well.

811 N =81+ 8

4 4 4 6 6 4
AN MU Aan LA (T17) W1aa (W) UM% (UIM)
6 6 [ 6 [ 6 @ € 6V o € v
@171 LaNE  WAE LT LAWY LAWY Uaa (1) TAN (L)
197 LOA =12 + 9 92 Ua + 8
Wi 1R Wa LER Lan LAY WY LTWHUA AR

¢, o ¢ o o & o .
bUan (1u) LIRNW (b87) Lgan (+37) Lben LeTRA
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ga (82) # ffa n3a (0T) I (3) Ta (3) Taa (37)
a 6 S a 6 Aw a 6 : a a 6 nq/
RVAGR)) @6 (@) Taa (52) a8 () Jaa (J7) ™ (32)
a a a
WBE7 LN =B+ 81 +a8
WIEn W@87 o0 1389 e BNNLSEA NOWNILA  LNLUSEA
loo  loa  la+o
Ina  laad load 197 lnad  lnawdw
208 88 + 8 198 + & (Sometimes read as L2)
1 6 A6 A6 v ¥ o : a 4
Jo8 N AR I8 OALAY Wisa  asa wida auwda n3Uida
33 5-h
137 NI UIMN U388 UITHAI RIIFITY WIIA
I35 ITTHAA GRERISEY N335y 5573 FIIN 2330

Sounding Out the Final Consonant

As you have already seen, Thai does not sound out the English-like ‘t’, ‘k’, ‘p’, ‘s’ at the end of the word. In

languages like Japanese, Korean and Chinese, these final endings are sounded out by carrying over to an extra

syllable by adding a weak vowel and read it unstressed. For example, ‘bus’ will be read like ‘ba-su’, ‘kick’

will be read like ‘kik-ku’, ‘Apart’ will be read like ‘apaa-tu’, and so on. In Thai, the final consonant will be

kept as silent stop at the last syllable of the word. However, in a compound word, English-like final ending

will be read out by carrying to another syllable with an unstressed vowel of &s: o= to ‘link up’ with the second

element of the compound.

2

Example, Tw (%@1)
21N1¢ (21N19)

9 (39)

7 (319)

2

Ta- (Ta — &2)
2INd- (81 — NA — ’Y)
I9- (39 — a)

N7T- (319 — B)
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2

= v = v

TRLAN (TR — RS — LAN)
INIFEW (BT — NG — ’E — 81U)
a & a

QAUNNEY (A0 — G — LLNG)

TNNT (319 — TE — N9Y)



HA (W) HA- (W1 — 82) WAk (W — 82 — b))

N2 (N9) Na- (NA — 92) AaNTTN (A9 — 32 — NW)

q2 (3N) §2- (§N - 22) JUNIN (JN — V2 — WD)

Words that end with consonant cluster will have the silent marker removed and both clusters will be
read out as pseudo-cluster to link up with the second element in the compound word.

a 6 A Aa [ Aa o 6 Qs Qs & %

g (A9) Inenss (30 - Nz — 81 - 1a) A0 (§0)  FAILWNY (RA — AL — 1T — LWA)
o ¢ (% [ % o & oa (% 6 o

Ne (N9) NARIAT (NG — R — W1 — W) NUA (M)  NWALANY (N — AL — LNG)

MRAS (819)  AIRATIAT (1A — &S — AT — W) NING (TU) NIWNEINT (TU — W — 81 — NO)

FIRA (RY — KIQ) RIFAMT (L — BIA — @ — MU)  &ND (FA) ANTUAT (R0 — 1 — UA)
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